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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Paul Cassidy                     Ref. No.13/07 & 34/07
	Station: 
 
	Advertisement:
  
	Date:

	TV3

RTÉ
	Advert – Alfa Romeo
	January 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Cassidy’s complaint, submitted under Sections 24(2)(b)(law & order) and (e)(general advertising codes), relates to an advertisement for Alfa Romeo.  Mr. Cassidy states that the advert contains sexual overtones, which are abusive and menacing in nature.  The images of the boy are totally inappropriate and offensive.

Station Responses: 

RTÉ

Mr. Cassidy’s complaint is that an advert for an Alfa Romeo car infringed standards in regard to law & order and the general advertising codes.  RTÉ does not accept Mr. Cassidy’s claim.

1) Law and Order

Section 3(1a) of the 1976 Broadcasting Authority (Amendment) Act states RTÉ is prohibited from broadcasting anything which may reasonably be regarded as being likely to promote, or incite to, crime or as tending to undermine the authority of the state.  

RTÉ cannot accept that the advert for the Alfa Romeo car could possibly be interpreted as promoting or inciting crime.   Mr. Cassidy’s interpretation of the boy with the bloody nose is not one that RTÉ shares.  The visual image (the boy with a bloody nose) has already been the subject of a complaint to the BCC (255/06).  The board did not uphold the complaint.  The interpretation of abuse which Mr. Cassidy ascribes to the ‘bloody nose’ image was not shared by either RTÉ or the BCC on the previous occasion.   RTÉ understands the image as that of a schoolboy emerging from a schoolyard scrap with his pride intact and has no sexual connotations at all.

2) Taste and Decency and general Advertising Codes

Advertising must be legal, honest, decent and truthful.  RTÉ has no reason to believe that this particular advert fails any of these criteria.  The advert shows a number of images of people in emotional states, striving to achieve.   RTÉ understands that the theme of the advert is ‘embracing life’, with the conclusion that ownership of an Alfa Romeo car is something to aspire to.

TV3

TV3 have investigated the advert and state that they are not running the advert at the moment.  However they have shown the advert in the past.

Advertiser's Response: 

No response submitted.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the advertisement in question is for a motor vehicle and includes images of a bride on the beach running into the sea, a business man diving into an aquarium, a young schoolboy in the school corridor with a bloodied nose and mouth and an elderly couple embracing in a garden.  The Commission also noted that the images are fleeting. 

There are two fleeting images of the schoolboy; the first is a head shot of the boy with a bloodied nose and mouth; and the second, is a side-on, head and shoulder, shot.  He is leaning against the corridor wall, with a visibly bloodied mouth and a smirk on his face.  The Commission was of the opinion that the particular images of the boy appear to be used to reflect a boy who has been in a fight.  The Commission acknowledges that there is a lack of consistency between the makeup on the boy in the two fleeting images.  However, this could not determine that there was an intention to offend and/or promote crime.  In the context of the advertisement, the images must be taken together.  They attempt to reflect the boy's feelings of having won a fight in the schoolyard.  There was no evidence of incitement to commit a criminal offence, or the promotion of crime, in this item.  

The Commission was of the opinion that the advertisement was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The Commission could not discern from the advertisement the substance of the complaint as submitted by the complainant.  The Commission does not believe that the advertisement breaches the general advertising code. The complaint was rejected with reference to Sections 24(2)(b)(law & order) and (e)(advertising codes).
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