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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Christopher Walshe                       Ref. No. 25/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk
	The Breakfast Show with Claire & Ger

& Sports Bulletins
	23 January 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Walshe’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, law & order), relates to a comment made by Ger Gilroy during a sports discussion and also, to the coverage of an incident at a rugby game in the news bulletins on Newstalk that day.  The content of the sports section of the programme concerned the reporting of the incident prior to the game where a player allegedly attacked a supporter.  The complainant asserts that the presenter Ger Gilroy and the sports reporter made derogatory references about the Ulster rugby fans.  He asserts they referred to Ulster as a peculiar divided society and to the behaviour of the fans as what one would expect.  Mr. Walshe also states that the news bulletins reported that an Ulster fan chanted sectarian slogans and called the player’s mother a prostitute.  There was no reporting in any media of anybody witnessing any sectarian abuse.
Station’s Response:

Newstalk in their response refutes the “incitement to hatred” allegation that Mr. Walshe has made against this programme which is the Breakfast Show.

Newstalk state the comments in question deal with an incident where a Toulouse rugby player allegedly punched an Ulster fan following alleged sectarian abuse by the fan.  The incident was reported in a fair, balanced and impartial manner by Newstalk.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission considered the sports bulletins first.  The Members noted that it was reported in the bulletins that 'Toulouse and Irish lock Trevor Brennan has apologised for punching an Ulster fan during a Heineken Cup game in France on Sunday afternoon…..who is in the final year of his contract in Toulouse, is facing a lengthy ban by the ERC if he is found guilty of violent conduct.  Reports this morning suggest Brennan reacted to an Ulster fan who called his mother a whore and threw beer on him from the stand during the match.  Toulouse have come out in support of their player saying while his actions were not excusable, they were humanly understandable'.  In the opinion of the Commission, this was a factual piece, which was presented in a moderate and responsible manner.  It detailed an incident as reported in the papers that day.  There was no evidence of incitement to hatred, or discriminatory content, as submitted by the complainant.  

Regarding the sports discussion on the incident in the programme, the Commission noted that the presenters and the sports reporter referred to the various reports on the incident in the papers that day.  In the course of the discussion, the presenter's comments included; ’there are some conflicting reports as to what was exactly said'; 'allegedly said'; 'according to Trevor Brennan'; and 'that the player had said there was no sectarian element in the abuse'.  The discussion was even-handed and fairly explored the different opinions on the incident.  It was stated on a number of occasions that it was not clear what the fan had said.  Also, the listener was made aware that some of the reports were based on comments made by Mr. Brennan.  

The complainant also submitted that the presenters made derogatory comments about the Ulster fans and in particular 'a divided society' and 'what would you expect'.  On listening to the programme, the Members noted that the presenter commented on a statement made by a senior BBC Ulster staff member.  The statement by the BBC employee included; 'fans from both sides of the community were there'.  The presenter read out this statement and then said, 'I'm wondering which communities he is talking about.  Oh, ok, that divided community that the Ulster Rugby team represents'.  The tone and tenor of this comment were light-hearted, tongue-in-cheek.  Having heard and considered the broadcast the members of the Commission were of the opinion that it was clearly intended to be humorous and to poke fun at the comment made by the BBC employee about the incident.  There was no evidence of incitement to hatred, or derogatory content, as submitted by the complainant.  The Commission did not believe that the broadcast infringed the requirements of Section 24(2)(d) regulating taste and decency or law and order.  The complaint was rejected.  
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