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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Richardson                  Ref. No 80/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Today FM
	Ray D'Arcy Show
	8 March 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Richardson's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), relates to a discussion on the use of sex toys in the Ray D'Arcy show on 8 March last.  He submits that the material was sexually explicit.  There was an explicit discussion on the application of sex toys to specific parts of womens' sexual organs.  A few minutes beforehand the complainant had the radio on in his car.  All four of his children were in the car, en route to school/playschool and/or childminder respectively.  He did not think that it was fair or reasonable to broadcast material of that nature on a national radio station.  

He was particularly horrified that it could be broadcast at a time of day when children could easily be exposed to it.  It could very easily have happened that his children could have been exposed to material that they should be clearly protected from.  He does not accept that broadcasters can assume that no children are listening to the radio at that time of day.
Station’s Response:

Today FM submit that sex toys are legally on sale in the Republic of Ireland and a discussion on this topic would naturally seem appropriate on a mid-morning show that regularly deals with sexual themes.  The station submits that they are conscious that there are times of the day in which children may be listening in greater numbers particularly during the Breakfast Show.  This is why items of this nature are excluded at this earlier time of day.  In contrast after 9am the station operates on the principle that most children are at school or for the very young that their parents are in a position to regulate their listening.  The station regrets that the complainant found offence in the item discussed but would disagree that it constituted a breach of any regulation.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcast item in question concerned a discussion on the comparison between two sex toys.  The presenter stated that the toys were sent out to two women for testing.  He said he had received the feedback on the two toys from one of the women by e-mail.  The feedback from the second woman, Charlene, would be by a discussion on-air.  He then proceeded to read out the e-mail and the comments therein.  He then spoke to Charlene by phone live on-air.  The Commission acknowledges that the broadcaster is entitled to address sexual issues in its programming.  However, it must do so with due care including the manner in which the material is dealt with and also, the scheduling of the programme.  The Commission also acknowledges that there is no watershed for radio scheduling and that Today FM is not aimed at a younger audience.  However, this does not circumvent the broadcaster's editorial responsibility.
With regard to this particular broadcast, the Commission noted that the advertising break ended and immediately the listener could hear vibrating noises.  After a couple of seconds, the presenter laughed and stated, 'no no its not road works, it's two vibrators at work on the desk here'.  The subsequent discussion, and the e-mail read out were sexually explicit in nature.  There were also a number of gratuitous sexual references made throughout the piece.  The products and their uses were discussed in detail.  There were several references of an explicit nature to the female sexual organs.

An e-mail of a detailed and sexually graphical nature was read out.  The presenter remarked in a detailed and explicit manner about one of the products.  

This broadcast item was aired at approximately 9.35 a.m.  In the opinion of the Commission, the content was explicit and the manner of the presentation was at times gratuitous.  The nature and style of the discussion was inappropriate and totally unsuitable for time of broadcast.  This broadcast item was not within acceptable standards.  The complaint was upheld with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(taste & decency).
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