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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Declan McManus                                      Ref. No. 49/08 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Today FM
	The Ray D’Arcy Show
	8  February 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McManus’ complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, section 3.3.2 Coarse and offensive language in live broadcasts) relates to the use of the words ‘shagged’, ‘jaysus’ and ‘bisexual lesbians’ when discussing the pros and cons of bedding two women simultaneously on the 8 February.  

Mr. McManus considers Ray D’Arcy’s behaviour to be utterly reprehensible and he is highly embarrassed at the prospect of visitors to this Country believing that we, as a society, are happy to accept this quality of broadcasting.  He states it is not acceptable and he has spoken to a number of friends and acquaintances who all agree that the use of expletives, at this hour of the day on the public airwaves, reflects extremely poor judgement and bad taste. 
Station’s Response: 

Today FM states that all the phrases used above are in general common use among their listeners.  While they accept that they may not meet with everyone’s approval, they are part of everyday conversation and using them in the show reflects the fact that Ray D’Arcy and his team have real contact with their listeners.

The Ray D’Arcy Show, from time to time, discusses, in an open fashion, matters of a sexual nature.  This was clearly the case on February 8th, in relation to the discussion about having more than one partner.  While there was some humour in the discussion, it is not Today FM’s opinion that the matter was in any way offensive. 

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the discussion in question concerned the broadcasting of a programme on polygamy the night before on television.  This included references to sex and lesbians relationships.  A broadcaster is entitled to address sexual matters during programming. What is important to the Commission is that it does so with due care.

On hearing this broadcast, the Commission noted that there were no explicit sexual references.  The issue of polygamy was addressed in the context of a programme the presenter had seen on television.  His references were based on the content of the programme.  He also read out a number of texts from listeners on the issue.  In the course of reading such texts, various colloquial terms were used.  The Commission would acknowledge that some listeners may not like the use of such colloquial terms and also, the use of sexual references.  However, in this broadcast the language and sexual references were moderate.  There were no explicit sexual references and/or language that would be considered highly offensive by regular listeners to the programme.

The Commission would acknowledge that while some listeners would dislike the content of this broadcast programme, it was sufficiently moderate for broadcasting.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards, section 3.3.2 Coarse and offensive language in live broadcasts).
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