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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Colm de Barra                                           Ref. No. 64/08 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Nine O’Clock News 
	26 February 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. de Barra’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – sections 3.4.5 - undue offence in treatment of religious views),

relates to an item about the Father Ted festival.  The complainant states the item shown was part of the festival held in Kilfenora.  A float showing two people dressed in clerical garb were making a mocking charade of the act of consecration of the Catholic Mass.  The complainant believes that the visual editing of this item indicated approval of the action as a valid public display.  Such a display being given prominence in the news is deeply offensive to the community of Catholic believers and to all those who respect religious beliefs.

Station’s Response: 

RTÉ states that the report opened with a parade through Kilfenora by people dressed as Father Ted characters.  RTÉ does not accept that the image was offensive.  The report was of a light-hearted comedy festival commemorating a television series which mocks, in the most gentle of way, three very eccentric priests in a make belief island off the west coast of Ireland.  The inclusion in the report of the images of the parade of characters from the series, through Kilfenora, would have been recognised by the overwhelming majority of viewers as simply an inoffensive record of what had happened in the village earlier that day.  The interviews and images were gentle recollections of the series and reflected the enjoyment the series had brought to many people.  RTÉ claims this was a harmless report and Mr. de Barra’s reaction is an entirely isolated reaction.  

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a report on the Nine O'Clock News about a festival held in Kilfenora to celebrate the series Father Ted.  The report was approximately two minutes in length and contained clips of fans participating in the festival in Kilfenora, short interviews with fans and the writers of the show.  The newsreader's introduction to the report included; 'his Father Ted character continues to enjoy a cult following at Ted Fests around the country.  Today the writers of the tv series joined fans in Kilfenora, in Co. Clare, the home of Craggy Ireland'.  
In the opening of the report, clips of the parade through Kilfenora that day were shown.  It was evident that all the participants were dressed up as Father Ted characters.  Many of the participants were also heard reciting well-known sayings from the series.  The voice over stated: 'Clerics, tea ladies and lovely girls piled into Kilfenora for the milk-float and banger parade.  They follow the Ted trail religiously keeping the legacy of Dermot Morgan alive'. 

It was evident that the report was about a festival that celebrates the series Father Ted.  The participants were all in character.  Viewers would have been aware that they were behaving in the manner of the Father Ted characters.  The tone was light-hearted and festive.  Given the context, the Commission was of the view that there was no content that could be considered to cause undue offence on the grounds of religious views or beliefs.  The complaint was rejected under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – sections 3.4.5 - undue offence in treatment of religious views).
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