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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Francis Reid   Ref: 04/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'Fair City'
	3 December 2004


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Reid’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, law & order) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programme 'Fair City' shown at 1.55pm.  He states this episode of the programme refers to two adult actors, male and female, simulating anal sex in a soft porn scene towards the end of the programme.  This was to allow them to be caught by a minor.  He further states this scene was of an adult nature and with the current climate on child sexual assaults, this sends the wrong message that children can be used in sex, especially if it hikes the ratings.  

Station's Response:

RTÉ states that two fully clothed actors began kissing and caressing each other standing in the kitchen.  The male actor is seen putting his hand inside the female actor’s pants.  No clothing is removed.  The female actor’s nephew appears at the kitchen door and the caressing ceases.  The female actor is clearly embarrassed and zips up her trousers and buttons her blouse.

Mr. Reid’s description of what happen is a considerable exaggeration.  There is no simulation of anal sex, what viewers see is a passionate embracing which might have been the precursor of sex had the couple not been interrupted.

They further state that infidelity and affairs are the bread and butter of soaps.  Programme-makers are aware that soaps broadcast in the pre-watershed period, and do not show explicit sex.  The incident in this episode is an example of how far actors’ sexual activity may be portrayed.  Mr. Reid’s concern at the depiction that this “sends the wrong message that children can be used in sex” is simply a misreading of what is seen on screen.  The child turns up at the kitchen door looking for his present.  He interrupts the potential sex, he is not a participant in it.  He is not even an onlooker.  From his position at the door, all he would see is the character of his aunt embracing a man.  RTÉ does not accept in any way Mr. Reid’s claim that the scene could have any relevance to real life child sexual assault.

This scene was filmed with discretion.  The involvement of the child actor was kept to the minimum.  RTÉ also state they would not “hike the ratings” by involving children in anything that could endanger them.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Reid under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, law & order).  ‘Fair City’ is a popular soap broadcast on RTÉ which covers issues of day-to-day modern life.  In this context, a viewer can expect issues of a sexual nature to be addressed.  The Commission was of the opinion that the sexual content portrayed in the scene in question was in keeping with the story line. The child actor was not a participant in this scene nor was it pornographic in nature. The Commission was of the view that this episode could not be considered offensive.  The scheduling of the programme was considered suitable.  The complaint was not upheld.
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