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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Proinsias Ó Cionnaith Ref: 10/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'Podge and Rodge'
	24 December 2004 


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Ó Cionnaith's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers the use of foul language by gentlemen in American accents, followed by  dialogue which included "we will have a hanging song now.  Where would you be on Christmas Eve without a song about hanging".   Mr. Ó Cionnaith found the braodcast to be tastelss, low-class and offensive.  The reference to hanging, bearing in mind the night that was in it and the increasing problem of suicide, was incredible.
Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that this programme aimed at a young audience who are familiar with 'Podge and Rodge' course hurmour, was specially commissioned for Christmas Eve.  The programme was a send up of a local radio show in which Podge and Rodge were the presenters.  One send up was of a country and western song in whch the singer says he has no friends, no presents and no decorations for the Christmas tree so he might as well hang himself.  RTÉ claim the song is clearly intended as a joke and could not contribute to suicidal tendancies.  Indeed the opposite might be the case i.e. that by holding up all the phoniness and sentimentality of Christmas to ridcule, the song might help those who don't like Christmas.  Furthermore RTÉ state that there were presentation announcements on the night advising listeners that there were sketches in the upcoming programming that some members of the audience might not like.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Ó Cionnaith.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency). ‘Podge and Rodge’ is popular with young adults who are familiar with the course humour used by the pair.  The reference to “a hanging song” which was included in a send up of a country and western melody, was lighthearted and inoffensive.  The Commission rejected the view that such a reference would lead to suicidal tendencies.  The programme was also preceded by warnings that some members of the audience may not like some of the sketches to be broadcast.  The complaint was not upheld.
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