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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Sheila Gallagher  Ref: 14/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV 2
	'Anna In Wonderland'
	5 January 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Gallagher’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programme 'Anna in Wonderland' broadcast at 10.25pm.  She states the programme showed a 32 year old man contacting younger people on the internet to encourage them to ‘suck’ blood from him.  One scene showed a 16 year old sucking the blood of the 32 year old man having firstly cut his arm with a razor blade.  Ms. Gallagher’s main concern is showing mutilation/self-harm and the inappropriateness of showing such detail as to encourage vulnerable young people to copy this behaviour.  She further states the grooming of the young people by this 32 year old was very similar to paedophile type grooming.  This behaviour seemed to be criminal, neglectful and abusive.

Station's Response:

It is RTÉ’s view that in conjunction with the late hour of transmission, the programme classification at the beginning of the programme ‘MA’ (Mature Audience and the concluding remarks of the presenter i.e. Anna Nolan confronting the 32 year old and accusing him of exploiting vulnerable young people, that the programme did not breach standards in regard to taste and decency.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Gallagher.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not breach Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  While the programme dealt with the very questionable behaviour of members of a vampire group and their attraction to young people, the Commission’s view is that the programme classification shown at the beginning of the broadcast – “MA” – Mature Audience, and the late hour at which it went out, would render it suitable for a discerning adult audience.  At no stage during the broadcast did the presenter endorse any of the behaviour.  On the contrary, during the interviews the presenter questioned and challenged the views put forward in an unsympathetic and pragmatic manner, which included challenging a male interviewee on the issue of exploitation of young people.  Given the late hour of broadcast and the pragmatic presentation style, the Commission did not agree that the programme would encourage vulnerable young people to adopt such behaviour.  The complaint was not upheld.
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