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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Seán Mac Giolla Fhearga  Ref: 25/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	Bord na Móna Advertisement
	31 January 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Mac Giolla Fhearga's complaint, under Section 24(2)(e)(advertising) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the advertising for Bord na Móna for briquettes.  The advertisement features a man being persuaded by a woman to go outside to get more briquettes.  He goes adding the response “I may be gone some time”, in a humourous tone.  He states these were the last words of Captain Lawrence Oates, on 17 March 1912, as he left the tent to go to his death in order that his friends might have a better chance to survive.

Mr. Mac Giolla Fhearga feels very strongly that such a heroic sacrifice should not be trivialised or made the subject of a “joke” as is done by this advertisement.

Station's Response:

RTÉ state that the remark is not a reference to any Antarctic explorer, but is simply a joke implying that the husband has a considerable task in front of him in acquiring fuel for the fire.  There is no heroic sacrifice trivialised as the complainant claims.  The allusion to events 93 years ago is not intended and few would link the event to the advertisement.

Advertiser's response:

No submission made.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Mac Giolla Fhearga.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(e)(advertising codes).  The reference in the advertisement to 'I may be gone some time' merely highlighted the difference between having to go out and get wood for the fire and what that entails compared to buying a Bord Na Móna firepak.  The humour was light hearted and on hearing that advertisement, the Commission had no doubt but that it was simply used to highlight the relative convenience of a firepak compared to collecting wood for a fire.  The complaint was not upheld. 
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