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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Joan Sheridan  Ref: 243/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TG4
	'The OC’
	17 November 2004


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Sheridan’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programme 'The OC'.  She maintains the content of this programme included scenes where High School Students used sex as a trading tool, e.g. it was implied that one girl would have sex with her boyfriend – who was about to dump her – to make him feel better as he was “down”.  Another male student had sex for the first time and was worried about his “performance”.  He was very explicit about what had taken place, including the noises he had made.

It is her contention that this episode was unsuitable for viewing before the watershed and by Mr. O’Ciardha’s own admission, the targeted audience for the series is young adults.

Station's Response:

TG4 state the programme is an episode from a very popular US produced series for young adults.  The action is set around a group of friends and families who have forever been changed by the arrival of an outsider to their affluent Oceanside community of Newport Beach, California.

The series is broadcast on TG4 on Saturday at 8.10pm and Wednesdays at 8.30pm.  This episode was set around St. Valentine’s Day.  Romance and relationships are at the heart of the episode as it focuses on four sets of relationships, including a marriage.  The slant adopted by the producers in this episode encourages young people to adopt an ‘eyes-wide-open’ approach to the pitfalls and complexities of relationships especially when sexual activity occurs.  As in the series, the moral of this particular episode appears to be that love and sex are very complicated and have long-term implications that people must live with.

TG4 does not consider that this episode or series is in breach of any guidelines laid down by the Commission.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mrs. Sheridan.  The Commission was of the view that TG4 did not breach Section 24(2)(b)(taste and decency).  The programme,  ‘The OC’, is mainly based on relationships between young adults and the consequences that must be borne by them as a result of their actions. The episode in question, delivered the message that sexual relations can be complicated and can have a long term impact on those involved.  The nature and tone of the programme was within acceptable standards.  The content was considered to be within the expectations of regular views to the programme and was therefore suitable for transmission at that time.  The complaint was not upheld.
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