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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Veronica Healy  Ref: 260/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	NewsTalk 106
	'Breakfast Show with Eamon Dunphy'
	7 December 2004


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Healy’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a promotional piece for the 'Breakfast Show with Eamon Dunphy' which was played at 7.15am.  It featured a man who was boasting about the number of ‘Filipino’ women he had sex with (but in much cruder terms than this) and about the ‘sister of the Quartermaster of the …branch of the IRA’ with whom he had also engaged in similar behaviour.  It was purporting to be an advertisement for UK Business on the Move but she does not understand how this could promote the 'Breakfast Show with Eamon Dunphy' except to suggest that it was anything but a programme to be taken seriously.

She objects to the crude language used in this piece, to the denigration of women suggested and, in particular, to the racist undertones of the piece.

Station's Response:

NewsTalk 106 states that the sketch is a new aspect on the breakfast show and is an evolving element and intended to add a humorous dimension to an excellent current affairs programme.  They do not accept that the sketch either denigrated women or was in any way racist.  They do accept that the language could cause offence.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Ms. Healy.  The Commission was of the view that NewsTalk 106 did infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).    The scenarios presented included discriminatory references to women, some of which were also racist, lewd sexual descriptions and puerile male bravado.  In the opinion of the Commission the language and the descriptions used denigrated women including women from particular ethnic backgrounds.  Such reference to, and treatment of, any section of the community is unacceptable.  The language and content of the sketch were in very poor taste and offensive.  The complaint was upheld.
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