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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Denis Dunne  Ref: 262/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2
	‘Psycho’
	4 December 2004


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Dunne's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the contents of the film 'American Psycho'.  Mr. Dunne claims dirt and filth was portrayed along with violence.  He found all of this extremely offensive and believes it unfit for viewers in any home.  Furthermore, he believes showing this type of behaviour on television is forbidden by the Constitution of the land and he refers to paragraph 4.0 Article 6, Section 1 "any indecent type of publishing is not allowed, verbally, visually, literally".   Mr. Dunne also rejects RTÉ's right to decide what is suitable for the public or to impose a watershed at any time.

Station's Response:

RTÉ state that the film 'American Psycho' was passed by the Film Censor's office as suitable for over 18’s.  By transmitting it at the post watershed time of 9.20pm, and giving it a "MA"- Mature Audience classification, RTÉ believe it provided the means whereby adult members of the audience had the opportunity to view the film in accordance with the Film Censor's wishes.  There is a balance to be struck between freedom of expression and choice on the one hand, and the avoidance of giving offence on the other.

RTÉ state that it cannot see how the broadcast of this film could possibly have breached article 20 of the Constitution.  The article recognises that a balance has to be struck between freedom of expression and public order. The use of classification systems and the watershed provide that balance. 

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Dunne.  There was no breach of Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The Commission was of the view that policy implemented by RTÉ, in transmitting this film after the watershed and by giving it an “MA” – Mature Audience classification, was appropriate.  The film in question was aired during the night-time schedule and was suitably flagged to issue warnings about the content.  The Commission was of the view therefore that the broadcast of this film was within acceptable standards.  The complaint was not upheld.
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