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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Philomena Fitzgerald   Ref: 269/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Limerick’s Live 95FM
	'John Prendergast Show'
	2 November 2004


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Fitzgerald’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcast Act 2001, refers to an interview on the 'John Prendergast Show'.  An interview was conducted with a local garage owner, Seán Adams of Glin, Co. Limerick.  His garage had been broken into and he felt aggrieved.  Mr. Adams stated that there was no Garda on duty in Glin only a machine on the wall and that Glin was 16 miles from the nearest garda station.  Mrs. Fitzgerald claims both these statements are untrue.  The Garda is stationed in Glin for a number of years and is well known to both Mr. Adams and Mr. Prendergast, who also lives in Glin.  There are at least four Garda Stations within a 10 mile radius of Glin i.e. Foynes, Athea, Moyvane and Tarbert and to state otherwise, is incorrect.  It is her opinion that this interview was deliberately mischievous and designed to damage the reputation of the Gardaí.

She further states that crime and security are sensitive matters in a rural area and a large number of elderly people feel vulnerable.  To give incorrect information and increase peoples’ fears for no reason is unpardonable.  She can understand Mr. Adams’ anger but to direct it at An Garda Síochána is wrong.  Mr. Prendergast’s failure to correct this information is misleading.

Station’s Response:
Limerick’s Live 95FM state that Mr. Adams in his statement indicated that the nearest garda station is sixteen miles away.  This is a twenty four hour manned station.  All smaller garda stations in the district such as Glin, Foynes, Athea, Tarbert and Moyvane are partially manned or unmanned, as referred to by Mr. Adams.  In order to show fairness and balance on this matter, Superintendent Eddie McEoin of Askeaton Garda Station, who understood the frustrations of the public about unmanned stations, but confirmed that all emergency calls are dealt with immediately and a patrol car is always in the vicinity to respond.  This was a balancing of views to Mr. Adams assertion in this regard.  

Mr. Prendergast was surprised that the complainant felt the interview was mischievous, this was not his intention.  He accepts that balance and fairness must always be aired on any contentious issue such as crime and Gardaí and thinks this was achieved.

Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mrs. Philomena Fitzgerald. It was the view of the Commission that Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) was not breached in this broadcast.  The reference to the nearest garda station was clearly meant to indicate a twenty four hour manned station rather than partially manned as in the case of Glin.  In order to achieve balance in their output on this matter, the station subsequently interviewed a Garda Superintendent who stated the views of the Gardaí.  The Commission was of the view that overall, balance was achieved. There was no evidence of partiality or editorial bias.  The complaint was not upheld.
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