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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. & Mrs. Kevin G. A. Smith    Ref. No. 14/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'The Dubs – the Story of a Season'
	16 January 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Rosaleen Smith's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), refers to a programme broadcast on RTÉ TV1, 'The Dubs – the Story of a Season'.  The complainants were deeply concerned at the continuous and gratuitous use of expletives (commonly described as of the 'f' word kind).  It seemed that virtually every sentence uttered contained such offensive language.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ submits that 'The Dubs – a Story of a Season' is a documentary that takes viewers behind the scenes to see the players training, in the dressing rooms, on the bus, on the field of play etc.  The programme was broadcast at 9.30 p.m., a half hour after the beginning of the watershed.  Therefore, it was broadcast at a time when parents would be alerted to the possibility that programming might not be suitable for their children.  This programme was preceded by a rider warning viewers that it contained strong language.  The wording used was as follows:

'Now in a fly-on the wall documentary…we see the Dubs being put through their paces in the battle for the Sam Maguire….

Viewers are advised that this programme contains strong language from the start'

It was felt that parents could make up their own minds about whether or not they wanted their children to continue viewing and if they did, their children would be exposed to strong language.

Most viewers familiar with the language used by football teams on the sideline and in the training grounds would have had an expectation that there would have been expletives included in the programme and would not have been surprised or offended by what they heard.

RTÉ regrets that the Smiths were offended by the broadcast.  However, it is RTÉ's view that the inclusion of the expletives that has caused the Smiths' offence was legitimate given the time of the broadcast, the presentation announcement and the nature of the subject matter of the programme.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The programme covered the involvement of the Dublin football team in the GAA's 2005 All Ireland Football Championship.  Included were scenes from training sessions and the dressing rooms on match days.  The Commission noted the use of strong language mainly by the management team in these scenes.  While it is accepted that some viewers find such language offensive and difficult to listen to, the Commission also acknowledges it as part of the vernacular used during football training, team talks and the like.  Given that this was a documentary profiling real life scenes of the Dublin football team, the use of strong language was not considered gratuitous.  While strong language was used by team management in “real life scenes”, in the course of the interviews for the programme, and in the presentation, the use of such language was not evident.  The Commission also noted the time of the broadcast and that an information announcement prior to the broadcast warning viewers about the strong language was aired.  This provided viewers with the necessary information to make an informed decision whether to watch the programme.  In the opinion of the Commission, this broadcast was within acceptable standards.  It reflected realistically and non-gratuitously the endeavours of the Dublin Football team during the 2005 Football Championship.  It was broadcast post watershed and viewers were made aware of the strong language content.  This broadcast was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines').
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