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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Declan McKenna     Ref. No. 24/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 1
	'You're a Star'
	8 Jan 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McKenna's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), refers to a broadcast of the 'You're a Star' programme on RTÉ 1.  It relates to the comments made by Mr. Brendan O'Connor to Ms. Linda Martin, both of whom were on the judging panel.  He watched the programme for about twenty-minutes.  He states that Linda Martin said she was 'energised' by one of the performances.  Brendan O'Connor responded by saying it was his view that by the look of Linda Martin it was probably a number of years since she had been energised.  Brendan O'Connor also made derogatory comments about Ms. Martin's top.  He also responded in another derogatory fashion when the presenter asked him if a particular performance was OK with him.  This was followed by Brendan O'Connor smashing a cd which had been given to him by Linda Martin.  In short, his complaint is that RTÉ 1 broadcast a programme which contained material that was not suitable for the targeted audience in that it was sexist, ageist, overtly demeaning and insulting and that it offended good taste and decency.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that 'You're a Star' is a talent contest programme.  As is the norm in these kinds of programmes, part of the audience enjoyment is listening to the critical comments made by the judging panel.  In devising the show the producers are aware that the interplay between the various members of the judging panel is an important element.  This includes the roles of 'good guy – bad guy'.  Any viewing of the programme will show that the studio audience embraces these roles and boos the 'bad guy' and cheers the 'good guy'.  The audience is aware that the interplay between the 'good-guy' and the 'bad guy' is part of the contrived nature of the series and should not be taken too seriously.

RTÉ's view is that the level of banter between the two panellists is well within the audience's expectations and that the trading of insults is part of the play-acting which is expected on these kind of shows.  Mr. McKenna fails to appreciate this is an entertainment show and that most of the audience does not take too seriuosly the personal remarks Mr. O'Connor makes about the contestants or his fellow panellists.

The station further states that this programme was watched by over half a million viewers.  Mr. McKenna in his complaint states that he only watched the programme for twenty minutes, but that amount of time was sufficient for him to conclude that the programme was not suitable for its target audience.  With respect to Mr. McKenna, RTÉ begs to differ.  The broadcaster is trying to make programmes attractive to different audiences.  Clearly, 'You're a Star' is not attractive to Mr. McKenna, but it is attractive to half a million viewers.  RTÉ believes that the commissioning and broadcast of this programme is legitimate and that it does not breach any standards in regard to taste and decency.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  'You're a Star' is a talent singing competition.  Part of the show includes the interplay between the judging panel members and in this particular series, the banter between Linda Martin and Brendan O'Connor.  The format of the programme is typical of the genre and viewers would expect banter and critical comment to be part of the programme.  Lighthearted comments were made by both panel members about each other.  The Commission noted that that the tone and manner of the banter was in keeping with the style of the programme.  The repartee between the two judges was light-hearted and the tone was at all time humorous and mild.  Given the good-humoured tone and the expectations of the programme's audience, this broadcast was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme Makers' Guidelines').
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