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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Ultan O'Broin       Ref. No. 40/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'The Ryan Tubridy Show'
	3 March 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. O'Broin's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), refers to a particular comment made by Mr. Liam Clancy during an interview with Ryan Tubridy.  The complainant states that Mr. Clancy said of the American administration that someone said it must have been founded in someone's underpants, because it contained a bush, a dick and a colon.  He asks do we really need this kind of comment at 9:40 am?  The comment is not appropriate and is indecent.  Furthermore, it is offensive, racist and displays a political bias that went unchallenged.  The reference is to George Bush, President of the USA, Dick Cheney, Vice-President and Colin (pronounced colon by Americans) Powell, former US Secretary of State. 

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that the interview on 'The Ryan Tubridy Show' with Mr. Liam Clancy was twenty minutes long.  Liam Clancy was the subject of a two part documentary on his life and times to be broadcast on RTÉ television in the 'Arts Lives' series.  He told a joke during the interview the references of which were a pun on Dick Cheney, George W Bush and Colin Powell.  RTÉ fully accepts that the pun contained innuendo which would have resulted in uncomfortable broadcasting for some listeners.  Indeed listening to a recording of the programme it is clear that the programme presenter was himself taken aback by the remarks.  However, in a live interview it is very difficult to know what the presenter could have done to ameliorate the situation.  Tubridy's own gasp and withholding of his breath, more than the words he uttered, expressed his own concern at the joke.  Listeners will have understood this to mean that Tubridy himself found the joke uncomfortable.  RTÉ regrets Mr. Clancy's choice of words, but believes that there was nothing that the programme could have done in a live interview to distance RTÉ from the remarks without actually compounding their impact.  RTÉ also believes that the remarks will have been over the heads of any younger listeners to the programme which was broadcast during school hours.  Therefore, it is likely that only very young children would have been listening in the company of their parents or guardians.  

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The presenter Ryan Turbridy interviewed Mr. Liam Clancy about his life and his opinions on various issues.  One of the questions included asking Liam Clancy how he had found America and what his views were on America 2006.  Mr. Clancy responded that the people of America had been good to him, but he would differentiate between the people of a country and the government of a country.  He then went on to tell a joke he had heard recently about the American Administration.  It was evident the presenter was taken by surprise and reacted by moving the interview quickly on to the next subject.  In the circumstances of a live interview, the Commission was of the view that the presenter dealt with the situation appropriately.  Also, the Commission noted that the tone of the piece was jocular and good-natured.  It was mild-mannered, with no evidence of intent to be gratuitously offensive.  It was a relaxed interview during which Liam Clancy spoke openly about his experiences and opinions.  Given the conversational style of the broadcast and the tone and language used, the Commission was of the opinion that the joke was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  While the humour may not have appealed to all tastes, it could not be considered gratuitously offensive.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme Makers' Guidelines').
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