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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Ross Barry                                      Ref. No. 260/07 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	Emmerdale
	21 September 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Ross’ complaint, submitted under 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – sections 3.1, 3.2 violence and sexual conduct) relates to scenes of violence and scenes of a “gay” theme included in this episode.  Mr. Ross believes that broadcasting such scenes at 6.45pm, when young children are viewing, is morally wrong and indefensible.  He believes this adult viewing is suitable for broadcast after the watershed.  The watershed is meant to protect children from such scenes and Mr. Ross queries why TV3 do not respect that.  The complainant submits that he has no objection whatsoever to violence on TV nor does he object to heterosexual or homosexual scenes in any shape or form, provided they are not shown at a time where his children could be accidentally exposed to it.  That time is after 9 p.m.  

The violence in this episode of ‘Emmerdale’ was graphic, unnecessary, gratuitous and clearly not suitable for children.  

Station’s Response: 

TV3 in their response state that this programme is aimed at an adult audience and was broadcast at 6.45pm.  The audience profile figures for this programme show that approximately 88% of the audience is 18 years of age or over.  It is accepted that “Soaps” can deal with difficult issues provided these are dealt with sensitively.  The storyline has been developed in an entirely responsible and editorially justified way.  It illustrates how outsiders – those who are not mainstream – are treated within a rural community.  It is accepted that programming can have content aimed at its target audience. 

In this episode, the kiss, which occurs during a conversation between two men about their forthcoming commitment ceremony, takes place as the two men are walking and talking.  They stop and embrace and then there is a brief kiss to acknowledge their conversation and their happiness about their imminent nuptials.  TV3 is mindful of its obligations under Section 3.4 of the Code in relation to the portrayal of “Persons and Groups in Society”.  

With regard to the fist fight which is featured throughout this episode, the intensity of the fight is allayed by the inter-cutting of several other storylines throughout the fight.  The police are called to break up the fight, and, editorially, the fight is shown to be wrong as well as illegal.  TV3 feel both scenes and storylines are editorially justified and handled.  The audience is overwhelmingly an adult audience. 
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the complaint relates to two particular storylines in this episode of ‘Emmerdale’.  The first storyline was about one of the soap’s male characters who had agreed to participate in an illegal fist fight as he needed the money and the second, was about two gay characters who were making arrangements for their wedding.  Both storylines were interwoven throughout the episode, with other scenes and storylines.  In assessing this complaint the Commission had to have regard to Section 3.1, violent programme material and 3.2, sexual conduct, of the Code of Programme Standards.

In the unwinding of the fist fight storyline, the viewer sees the male character discussing the fight with his daughter, his wife, his son and close friends.  It is made clear to the viewer that the fight is illegal and that his family and friends are concerned about the fight.  The Commission noted that while the fight is somewhat unsavoury, the viewer sees very few of the punches thrown. The lighting during this scene was also very low at times and the viewer could see, mainly the characters silhouettes.  It is the bloodied face of the character that primarily creates the impression that a tough fist fight is taking place.  The fight ends as people scatter due to the arrival of the police.  Emmerdale is a soap and regular viewers would be familiar with the storylines and characters in the series.  In this particular broadcast, the series dealt with the issue of illegal fist fights.  The Commission is of the opinion that this storyline was presented in a reasonable manner for broadcast.  Regular viewers of the series would expect such storylines.  There was no evidence of gratuitous violence.   

With regards to the storyline about the two male characters, the Commission noted that there were no scenes of an inappropriate sexual nature in this broadcast.  The storyline concerned their arrangements for their marriage.  Towards the end of the episode the characters embraced and kissed.  The scene was one of gentle affection.  The kiss was short with no passionate and/or sexual embraces.   There was no evidence of offensive or harmful content in this broadcast as submitted by the complainant.  

The content of this broadcast was suitably moderate and justified by context.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards  – sections 3.1, 3.2 violence and sexual conduct).
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