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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Paul Foley                                             Ref. No. 277/07 

	Station: 
 
	Promotion:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	Promotion for Californication
	15 October 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Foley’s complaint, submitted under 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – section 3.2 sexual conduct) relates to a promotion for the programme Californication which is broadcast at 10.00pm.   Mr. Foley states that during an advertisement break in Coronation Street at 8.40pm, a trailer was broadcast for the above post-watershed programme.  Mr. Foley believes the language and expressions used in this trailer are not suitable for children.

Station’s Response: 

TV3 in their response state that this promotion was broadcast at approximately 8.40pm within a programme aimed at an adult audience.  Confirmed audience profile figures for this programme show that approximately 88% of the audience is 18 years of age or over.  The complainant states that the language and expressions used in the line-up are not suitable for children, but the percentage of children available to view this is minimal and TV3 is not aimed at children.

TV3 claim it is accepted that promotions and line-ups can have content aimed at its target audience.  Audience profile figures are accepted by the BCI as being indicative of the audience that is expected to watch programming.  This line-up, therefore, has content that is aimed at an adult audience.
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the promotion is for a programme aired after the watershed.  Trailers for post-watershed programming can be broadcast pre-watershed.  What the Commission must consider is whether the content was appropriate given the broadcast schedule for the programme promotion.

The broadcast item was aired during an advertisement break in Coronation Street at around 8.40 p.m.  The Commission noted that the promotion consists of a succession of visual clips, including text.  The Commission also noted that there were no explicit images or language used.  The text and clips contained no references of a sexual nature.  The promo tells the ‘story’ of a man, one who likes women: - ‘Hank Moody had the perfect life; he was a bestselling author, with the love of a beautiful woman; he was on top of the world, and then he fell off.....fun, and more fun, but what he really wants is his woman back’.  

The Commission was of the opinion that the theme of the promotion could be considered to be based on harmless flirtation.  The content of the promotion was moderate and suitable for broadcast in the evening schedule.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – section 3.2 sexual conduct).   
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