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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaints made by: Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald  Ref. Nos. 322/07, 323/07 & 327/07

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One

RTÉ One

RTÉ Radio One


	‘Creation of New Cardinals’

‘Papal Mass with New Cardinals’

News


	24 November 2007

25 November 2007

25 November 2007




Complaint Summary:

Mr. Fitzgerald’s complaints, submitted under Sections 24(2)(a)(objectivity and impartiality in news) and 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards - section 3.4.2 discrimination) relate to the broadcasts covering the conferring of the title of Cardinal on 23 Bishops, among them Seán Brady, Archbishop of Armagh.  Mr. Fitzgerald complains that the broadcasts were biased and unfair in favour of the Catholic Church, in that no other religious denomination would receive as much coverage by RTÉ; and only receive a fraction of the air-time generally.  Also, the broadcast on 25 November had political commentary which mentioned Dr. Seán Brady making a significant contribution to the peace process in Northern Ireland, without mentioning other religious figures from other denominations who made like/ similar contributions.  These programmes were contrary to legislation governing RTÉ, regarding fair and balanced coverage.

Station’s Response: 

RTE does not accept its coverage of the investiture of Cardinal Seán Brady can be classified as current affairs.  The coverage was part of RTÉ’s service to broadcast worship programmes.  It had nothing to do with public controversy or current public debate.  Therefore, the obligation to be impartial and objective does not apply in this instance.

In common with many other European public service broadcasters, RTÉ transmits religious services on a regular basis.   These services cover all the main Christian Churches in Ireland (including the Roman Catholic Church, The Church of Ireland, The Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church and the Orthodox Churches).  In addition, RTÉ on occasion marks significant festivities of the Muslim and Jewish communities.  Contrary to Mr. Fitzgerald’s claim, RTÉ provides coverage on an even-handed basis with approximately 50% of coverage given over to Roman Catholic services and 50% to other religions.  This proportion can be defended by reference to religious adherence in Ireland.

The creation of a new Irish Cardinal was a major event of significance for many Roman Catholics in this country and RTÉ decided to broadcast live on television both the investiture and the celebratory Mass the following day.  RTÉ believes this can be fully justified and did not discriminate against other religions in any way.  Their news coverage of the investiture and subsequent celebrations reflected the importance of the event which was marked by the Government through the attendance of President Mary McAleese at both events.  

It is RTÉ’s view that, overall, the amount of attention given to the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland is derived from the level of adherence found in the public and the important role the Roman Catholic Church plays in the life of Irish citizens.

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcasts in question dealt with the creation of 23 new Cardinals by Pope Benedict, among them Dr. Seán Brady, Archbishop of Armagh.  The Commission would acknowledge that the content was solely about the celebration of Catholic ceremonies, the conferring of title and also the Catholic Mass.  However, there was no discussion on religion, Catholic or otherwise.  Also, the Commission could not determine that the broadcasting of a Catholic ceremony in itself shows, or proves, that the broadcaster supports one particular religion to the disadvantage of another or that the broadcaster is biased against, or unfair to, other religious denominations.  There is no basis for considering that broadcasting a Catholic ceremony is unfair to other religious denominations. 

The particular ceremony being celebrated included an Archbishop from Ireland.  There were various Irish dignitaries in attendance at the ceremonies in Rome, including the President of Ireland.  Therefore, the occasion was obviously of importance to, and of public interest in, Ireland.  A broadcaster has editorial independence and chooses broadcast content.  What the Commission must assess is that the broadcaster does so in line with the relevant regulations.  In these broadcasts, the broadcaster covered the conferring of titles of Cardinal in a fair and balanced manner.  It was factual in nature and references to Dr. Seán Brady were made to inform the viewer of his background and work.  There was no political discussion as submitted by the complainant.  The presenter simply informed the viewer about the life of Dr. Brady.  
In the opinion of the Commission, the three broadcasts were factual and covered and reported on the Catholic ceremonies in a fair and responsible manner.  The Commission could not find that the broadcasting of Catholic ceremonies proves that the broadcaster supports or condones prejudice on the grounds of religious belief and or/non-belief.  The Commission could find no evidence in support of the substance of the complaint as submitted by the complainant.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality and objectivity in news) and 24(2)(d)(taste & decency; Code of Programme Standards – section 3.4.2 discrimination). 
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