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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Peter Kennedy                                     Ref. No. 326/08     
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Six One News
	22 July 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Kennedy’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(objectivity and impartiality in news).  Mr. Kennedy refers to a news item featuring the arrest of Radovan Karadzic earlier this year.  He states that the report referred to Karadzic as ‘the butcher of Srebrenitsa’ and this even before the trial had begun.  The complainant believes this breaches Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that the News reported extensively on the capture in Belgrade of the former Bosnian Serb leader.  The coverage opened with Bryan Dobson giving the news of Mr. Karadzic’s arrest.  This was followed by a report by Kathleen McMahon providing the background to the arrest.  The only reference to the expression ‘the butcher of Srebrenitsa’ occurs at the beginning of Ms. McMahon’s report.  She opens the report with the following:

‘He’s been described as one of the worst men in the world, the butcher of Bosnia, the most wanted man in Europe.  Thirteen years ago Radovan Karadzic was indicted by a UN court on charges of murder, genocide and crimes against humanity…’
RTÉ believes the use of this phrase by the reporter was absolutely legitimate as it is an epithet by which Mr. Karadzic is widely known.  All the reporting on his background and his arrest was accurate and dispassionate.  RTÉ cannot conceive of any way in which this factual reporting could possibly be found to be in breach of impartiality as defined in Section 24(2)(a). 
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a term used in a report concerning Radovan Karadzic.  The Commission noted that the comment was as submitted in the broadcaster’s response; ‘the butcher of Bosnia’.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to Section 24(2)(a) impartiality & objectivity in news.

The report covered the arrest of Radovan Karadzic, which was a major news story worldwide.  On hearing the report, it was evident to the Commission that the report was accurate and based on facts in the public domain.  The Commission noted the newsreaders introduction to the news report which included:

‘War crimes suspect Radovan Karadzic one of the world’s most wanted men, has been captured in the Serbian capital of Belgrade.  After more than a decade on the run.......Karadzic has been indicted by the UN Tribunal in the Hague for war crimes and genocide.’
The news reader and the presenter both made it clear that Mr. Karadzic had only been indicted and that he would face trial.  Mr. Karadzic has been referred to widely in the public domain as the ‘butcher of Bosnia’ and the report merely informed the listener of this fact.  The reporter used this factual information in a professional and legitimate manner.  There was no evidence in this broadcast of editorial bias.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a) objectivity & impartiality in news.
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