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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Peter Kennedy                          Ref. No. 347/08
	Station: 
 
	Promo:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio One
	Promo – The Tubridy Show
	12 August 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Kennedy’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency, Code of Programme Standards: 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language).  The complainant states that the promo for the Tubridy Show concerns the amalgamation of a phrase from the Tubridy Show and the product ‘Benecol’ as a promo item for the show.  This promo featured the word ‘gobshite’ from a previous discussion on the programme and included it with a promo/advert for the product ‘Benecol’.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that the three extracts used in the promo were taken from interviews broadcast on the Tubridy Show.  The interview with the comedian Pat Shortt, which included the word ‘gobshite’, was broadcast on 28th November, 2007.  There were no complaints about the use of the term at the time of the original broadcast.  This promo has been broadcast at irregular intervals for over six months and has not generated many complaints.  There was one complaint to the BCC (39/08), but that was resolved after the complainant received RTÉ’s submission to the BCC.  The text of the promo was as follows:
(voice of narrator) Monday to Friday at nine
(theme music of show)

(voice of Ryan Tubridy) Bill Clinton, a very good morning to you, welcome to the Tubridy Show.  

(voice of Bill Clinton) Thank you very much

(voice of Ryan Tubridy)  So talk to me about Maurice Hickey then, who is he?  

(voice of comedian Pat Shortt) Oh Maurice, he’s a ‘gobshite’ politician (laughter)

(voice of Ryan Tubridy) Really?
(voice of comedian Pat Shortt) Yes
(voice of Ryan Tubridy) Is it possible?

(voice of John O’Donoghue TD) But I like Michael Ring really

(voice of Ryan Tubridy) But would you go for a pint with him?

(voice of John O’Donoghue TD)  I would of course

(voice of Ryan Tubridy)  Well I’m just wondering would he put his hand in his pocket (laughter)

(voice of narrator) The Tubridy Show on RTÉ Radio with Benecol… 

It is RTÉ’s view that the above “promo”, including the word that has caused Mr. Kennedy offence, was justified on the grounds that the well-known character played by Pat Shortt in Killinascully is the type of  person for whom the expression is appropriate.  The character of Maurice Hickey is a chancer and a fixer, on the make, without a principle to his name.  He is the quintessential ‘gobshite’ politician.

It is in this context that RTÉ believes the broadcast of the term was acceptable and did not infringe the BCI Code of Programme Standards.
RTÉ believes that the term ‘gobshite’ is on the milder end of offensive language and that its use was justified in the context of the character being referred to in the promo.  In research carried out in 2005 for the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland, the word shit was only the 26th most offensive term identified and was judged to be only totally or fairly unacceptable to 30% of those who participated in the survey. RTÉ has no reason to believe that the term ‘gobshite’ is any more offensive than shit to most viewers. The producer of the programme who was responsible for the production of the promo was aware of the BCI research on offensive language.  He consulted the report at the time and noted that ‘gobshite’ did not appear in the list.  He discussed its use with colleagues who unanimously expressed the view that the word was an acceptable and humorous part of the Irish vernacular.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the language used in a station promotion for the programme ‘The Tubridy Show’.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards, 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language which states that broadcasters ‘as a general rule shall have due regard to the appropriateness of, and/or justification for, the inclusion of coarse and/or offensive language in programming’.
The Commission noted that the promotion consisted of a few extracts from previous broadcasts of the programme.  The complaint concerns one particular extract which included the use of the word ‘gobshite’.  The word was used by the well-known comedian Pat Shortt in reference to one of the characters in his light-hearted series ‘Killanaskully’.  The humorous tone and source of the reference were clearly evident.  The Commission found that there was no intent to cause offence.  Also, the word is colloquial in nature and in keeping with the dialogue of the comedian’s well known style.  It was broadcast on a station aimed at adults for a programme that is also aimed at adults.  Given the contextual factors and the colloquial nature of the word, this broadcast item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  Nevertheless, the Commission would acknowledge the concerns of the complainant and ask RTÉ to consider not including such words in its programme promotions.

With regard to the reference to Benecol, the issue as raised by the complainant does not fall within the relevant advertising and/or programming codes and therefore, the Commission found this part of the complaint to be invalid.

The complaint was rejected with regard Section 24(2)(d) Code of Programme Standards, 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language.
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