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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. G. Fox                                                   Ref. No. 357/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Two
	Colm and Jim-Jim Breakfast Show
	17 October 2008


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Fox’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(law & order) and (d)(taste & decency, Code of Programme Standards: section 2.1 general community standards, 2.2 due care, 3.3.1 coarse & offensive language and 3.4.1 person & groups in society).  Mr. Fox claims that during an interview with the character “Gavin”, the presenters made reference to the match the following day between Leinster and Wasps.  “Gavin” stated that he hoped Leinster would “kick the shit out of them”. The presenters also stated they ‘hated Brits’.  The presenters laughed at the comments. This item advocated violence and breached common standards of taste and decency in the use of such language particularly given the time of day the broadcast took place.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that this is a light entertainment programme, broadcast from 06:00 to 09:00 on weekdays.  It is described as “music and chat”.  The intention is to provide listeners with an entertaining start to the day.  One of the features of the programme is a regular phone call to Dougie.  On the 17 October as the phone to Dougie rang, one of the presenters described Dougie as the biggest snob in Ireland who offends everyone. 

The theme of the conversation between the presenters and Dougie was the newly published autobiography of the Irish International rugby player Ronan O’Gara. Dougie made a whole series of disparaging but light-hearted remarks about Ronan O’Gara.  He also went on to insult Cork people and Scottish people calling the latter skirt-wearing flappers from the North Pole.

At the end of the phone call Dougie finished by saying ‘come on Leinster, swot the Wasps and come on Munster kick the shit out of Sale.  I hate English people and I hate them just a tweencie, smidgen more than Munster people.  This was said in a joking manner, without any malice.  It reflected the absurd views of Dougie and was intended only to entertain.

At the end, the two presenters played a tape of a narrator twice saying we apologise for any distress caused.  The deliberately gravitas tone of the narrator is intended to emphasise the farcical nature of what has gone before. 

The whole telephone conversation was intended as a send up of a Dublin rugby following snob who holds prejudicial views on practically everything.  The complainant seems to believe that Dougie was expressing a real view, whereas in fact he was just making a joke.  RTÉ cannot see how this can be interpreted as an incitement to hatred.  It is a joke and listeners know it is intended to be taken humorously.  There is a well recognised sporting attitude in Ireland of always hoping that the English will lose.  The same attitude is found across a range of sports and extends to many Scottish and Welsh people as well.  It is largely a joke shared by smaller countries in their relationship with their larger and more powerful neighbour.  

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a comment made by a character called ‘Dougie’ and his use of the phrase ‘kick the shit out of’.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards and in particular, 2.1 general community standards, 2.2 due care, 3.3.1 coarse & offensive language and 3.4. person & groups in society.  
The Commission noted that the character ‘Dougie’ is a regular contributor to the programme.  It was evident from the start of the discussion that the item was intended to be humorous, that it was based on the exaggerated and somewhat farcical views of ‘Dougie’, whose character was part-based on the so called D4 rugby fan.  The main target of his humour in this particular broadcast was Ronan O’Gara and Munster people on foot of the publication of O’Gara’s autobiography.  

The Commission noted that the presenters stated prior to the discussion that there ‘is nobody that is not a target of Dougies’.  In the piece, Dougie targeted Cork people, Munster people in general, various rugby players and pundits and so forth.  The content was somewhat nonsensical and it was evident that none of what Dougie said was to be taken seriously.  The tone was at all times humorous and the butt of the humour was Dougies’ views as opposed to anything or anybody else.  With regard to the use of the phrase ‘kick the shit out of’, the Commission noted the context and the manner of its use.  While the Commission acknowledges that some listeners would not like to hear such language, when heard in the jocular manner and context it was used, it could not be considered to give undue offence.  

The phrase was drawn from the commonly held opinion that Irish people in general tend to support anyone against England.  The context of its use was the forthcoming rugby games of Leinster and Munster against two English teams.  Given this context and the light-hearted nature of the humour, there was no evidence of any intent to discriminate or to support discrimination in this broadcast.  The tone was at all times gentle and the butt of the humour was the character ‘Dougie’.  The Commission found that there was no material which could be considered an incitement to hatred.  

The Commission also noted that regular listeners would be familiar with the contributions from ‘Dougie’.  Given the context and style of the broadcast item and in particular, the evident farcical nature of the piece, this broadcast item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  There was also no evidence of discriminatory comments and /or any incitement to hatred.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(b)(law & order) and (d)(taste & decency, Code of Programme Standards: section 2.1 general community standards, 2.2 due care, 3.3.1 coarse & offensive language and 3.4.1 person & groups in society).
BCC Complaint Decisions, Sep 2008

2/2

[image: image1.jpg]