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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. M. Conway   Ref: 161/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2FM
	'Gerry Ryan Show'
	10 Sep 2005


Complaint Summary: 
Mrs. Conway's complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) refers to a discussion on ‘The Gerry Ryan Show’ about an upcoming singles party.  She believed it was a promotion for lust and condoms.  Such sexual content is not suitable for broadcast, particularly during school hours.  She no longer listens to his programme as quite of few of his programmes have had such underlying and at times blatant sexual undertones.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ state that the item was a nine minute long light-hearted discussion between the presenter and Brenda Donoghue on the upcoming 'Gerry Ryan Singles Beach Party' where 1,500 young people would come together in a mock up of a beach party for an evening's fun and entertainment.  It was described as an opportunity for chatting up and flirting.  The banter between them could be described as innocent.  RTÉ regrets that Ms. Conway found the item offensive.  However, the regular audience of this programme are very familiar with the presenter's humour and his enthusiasm for finding entertainment in male-female relationships.  RTÉ also state that if someone not familiar with the programme came upon it by accident it is highly likely that they too would have found nothing offensive in it.  RTÉ believes there was nothing in the programme which was unsuitable for children.  Any innuendo would have been above the heads of children.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the complaint of the complainant, the response of the station and has listened to the broadcast.  It would seem that the tone of the programme was at all times good humoured and playful.  While the humour may not have been to everyone’s taste, the Commission considered it to be light hearted and inoffensive.  Also, the content was considered to be within the expectations of regular listeners to the programme and was therefore a suitable transmission at that time.

Conclusion:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mrs. Conway.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe the taste and decency regulations pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme Maker's Guidelines'.  The tone was considered to be good humoured and playful.  Whilst it may not have been to everyone’s taste, it was considered to be light hearted and inoffensive.   The content was within the expectations of regular listeners to the programme.  The complaint was rejected.
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