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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Frank Vaughan Ref: 164.05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TG4
	‘The OC’
	9 September 2005


Complaint Summary: 
Mr. Vaughan’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) refers to a broadcast of the programme ‘The OC’.  Mr. Vaughan states that his 14yr old daughter had been watching this programme as had all her friends.  Out of curiosity on this particular night, Mr. Vaughan and his wife decided to watch the programme with her.  They see themselves as broadminded parents however, this particular episode showed strongly suggested sex, a ‘threesome’ and blatant drug taking.  All this among school going teenagers and screened before 7pm.  Mr. Vaughan states that a warning should be provided similar to that given for film ratings. He also believes this programme is more suited be being schedule for  broadcast after 9pm.  

Station’s Response:

TG4 in their response state that this series of ‘The OC’ is broadcast at 9pm and also at 6pm in a teenage context as part of the station’s new early evening 'Síle' show on TG4.  Since January 2004, about seven hundred episodes of this series have been aired on television in Ireland – on TG4, C4 and E4.  The series has just finished a run on E4 on weekdays at 2pm (repeated at 6pm).  During the same period, particularly during school holidays, it has aired on C4 at 9am and 10am with a regular late morning/lunchtime transmission time on C4 on Saturdays throughout the last two years.  The latest slot this programme has ever had on Channel 4 was 6.30pm on Sundays.

TG4 does not consider that this episode or series is in breach of any of the guidelines laid down by the Commission and believes Mr. Vaughan’s complaint should be rejected.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the complaint, the response of the broadcaster, and it has reviewed this episode of the programme which was broadcast at 6.00 p.m.   The Commission was cognisant of the fact that children were likely to be in the audience at that time.  Therefore, the broadcaster must take due care with its broadcast output at such time.  In this episode there were particular scenes during a party which portrayed drug taking and sexual promiscuity, making it unsuitable for a younger audience.  The Commission therefore accepts the complaint of the complainant.  It is further of the opinion that this broadcast should either (a) have been preceded by a warning alerting views to such content; or (b) broadcast after the 9.00 p.m. watershed.   

Conclusion:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. Frank Vaughan.  It was noted that the episode of 'The OC' which was broadcast on the 9th of September, 2005, at approximately 6.00 p.m. infringed the taste and decency regulations.  This episode of 'The OC' was inappropriate for broadcast at 6.00 p.m.  The Commission was cognisant of the fact that children were likely to be in the audience at this time.  Therefore, the broadcaster must take due care with its broadcast output at this time.  There were particular scenes, during a party, in this episode that portrayed drug taking and sexual promiscuity making it unsuitable for a younger audience.  The Commission was of the opinion that this broadcast should either:

a) have been preceded by a warning alerting viewers to such content; or

b) broadcast after the watershed.

The Commission would ask the broadcaster to ensure that due care is taken with this series and that future episodes with such sexual content and/or drug taking is suitably flagged pre-broadcast or broadcast post 9 p.m.  The complaint was upheld.
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