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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Con Doherty         Ref: 167/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1 
	'Prime Time'
	13 Sep 2005


Complaint Summary: 
Mr. Doherty's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) refers to a report by 'Prime Time' on the behaviour of students after they have completed their leaving certificate examinations.  The point of his complaint is RTÉ's lack of response to all the issues and questions raised by the item; 

Why do the Irish drink so much?

Why do the Irish drink themselves silly?

What is the matter with 'enabling' Irish parents?

What is the matter with young, female Irish drunks? etc.

He believes the broadcaster has failed to be impartial and objective in this report on the dangers of excessive alcohol consumption by young people because it is compromised by its commercial dependence on advertising of alcoholic products.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ state that it is their view that the report highlighted the dangers of excessive alcohol consumption, particularly to a group of young people who in many cases have been working extremely hard for many months in the lead up to their examinations and may be prey to excessive over-celebration in the period after the completion of their examinations.  

The complainant alleges that RTÉ cannot be impartial in its reporting of the effects of alcohol consumption because it is compromised by its commercial dependence on advertising of alcohol products.  RTÉ wishes to assure Mr. Doherty that the editorial independence of its news and current affairs programming is central to its public service remit and that commercial considerations play no part whatsoever in determining the editorial policy in news and current affairs.

RTÉ cannot see how the report in this 'Prime Time' programme breached any requirement in regard to impartiality, objectivity or fairness.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the complaint of the complainant, the station’s response and has viewed the programme which has aired on the 13th of September, 2005.  It was noted that this edition of 'Prime Time' looked at the celebrations of Leaving Certificate students post examination.  The Commission was of the opinion that this was a factual report which detailed the extent of alcohol consumption and the consequences of these for school leavers.  The subject matter was clearly in the public interest and the Commission is of the opinion that it was presented in an impartial manner.  The Commission is of the view that there is no evidence of editorial bias.  The 'Prime Time' programme dealt with the difficulties encountered by excessive alcohol consumption.  There is no evidence to suggest that in the presentation or production of this programme RTÉ or 'Prime Time' was in any way compromised by any alleged commercial dependence on advertising of alcoholic products.  Therefore, the Commission rejects this complaint.  

Conclusion:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Doherty.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe the impartiality regulations.  This edition of 'Prime Time' looked at the celebrations of leaving certificate students post examinations.  It was a factual report, which detailed the extent of alcohol consumption and the consequences for these school leavers.  The subject matter was of public interest and was presented in an impartial manner.  There was no editorial bias evident in this programme.  The complaint was rejected.

BCC Complaint Decisions, December 2005

1/2

[image: image1.jpg]