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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Ann Irwin  Ref: 179/05
	Station: 
 
	Advertisement:
  
	Date:

	Today FM
	Paisean Faisean
	Nov 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Irwin's complaint, under Sections 24(2)(e)(advertising codes) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001 refers to an advertisement for the programme 'Paisean Faisean'.  The advertisement in question refers to girls dressed by boys – it refers to a young woman being sent up to change her clothes into a short skirt and when she says that people will see her underwear she is told by the man 'not if you're not wearing any'.  This is indecent and dangerous to women and especially to young woman.  It sends a message to young people and others that not wearing underwear is expected and acceptable and is what makes a woman attractive to a man.

The complainant takes exception to the advertiser's response, and in particular the 'no honourable man would let his female partner' dress in that manner.  Women do not need the permission of their male partners to dress as they see fit and to suggest otherwise suggests a very offensive view of women.

Station’s Response:

Today FM state that they believe there is neither an explicit or implicit suggestion that not wearing underwear is expected of young women.  Comedy is a technique often used by commercial makers to draw attention to their products.  This advertisement falls within what could be regarded as current accepted practice.  

Advertiser's Response:

Starcom Mediavest Group, the advertiser, submit that in developing the advertising for 'Paisean Faisean', the creatives developed the strategy of 'girls dressed by boys'.  The creative demonstrates how the male partner of the couple heading out for a night is not happy with the flat shoes and the trouser suit that his partner is wearing.  In the radio ad if he was to choose the clothes he would like her to wear high heels, fishnet tights and a short skirt with no knickers.  No honourable man would let his female partner dress in the format that is spoken about in the ad, as he would not feel comfortable doing this.  What they are trying to show in the radio ad is that if the male was allowed to express his 'dream fantasy' then he would ask her to dress in the manner mentioned in the ad.

They have changed all of the spots to play after 9am in the morning and not to appear on the breakfast show on Today FM in order to not cause any further complaints.  The radio ad was created to deliver an unusual twist to the format of the show and allow for people to make up their own mind on viewing the show what way men would dress women.  In no way did the creative set out to embarrass or cause offence to any person.  

Decision of the Commission:
The Commission has considered the complaint, the responses of the broadcaster and advertiser and has reviewed the broadcast.  The Commission had regard to the humorous tone of the advertisement and in the opinion of the Commission, it was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  In the circumstances, the Commission rejects the complaint.
Conclusion:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Ann Irwin.  The Commission was of the view that Today FM did not infringe the advertising codes.  The humorous tone of the advertisement was evident and therefore, unlikely to cause widespread offence.
BCC Complaint Decisions, December 2005

2/2

[image: image1.jpg]