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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. John Whelan  Ref: 194.05

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ
	'6.01 News'
	25 October 2005


Complaint Summary: 
Mr. Whelan's complaint, which is submitted under section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) refers to a report broadcast on the '6.01 News' about the Ferns affair in which rosary beads and bible/breviary were used as a backdrop to the comments.  The complainant found this profane use of the sacramentals offensive.  

The complainant states that whilst the bible and the rosary beads have an association with priests their primary association is with almighty God which Personage he would suggest is beyond criticism.  A roman collar is not a sacramental and he would therefore express no objection to its use.  In answer to the question, if an image of a man in a roman-collar would be less offensive, the answer is yes, he should not be offended.  However, if the priest is shown carrying out his Sacred duties on the altar he should most certainly be offended by that.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that the News of the 25 October was dominated by the publication of the Murphy Report into sexual abuse by Catholic clergy in the Diocese of Ferns.  At the beginning of the programme a summary of the findings were given.  The graphic shown consisted of an image of a priest's collar, a rosary beads and a black leather breviary or bible.  The three images are all associated with the Catholic clergy and in the circumstances of the report into the behaviour of Catholic priests are entirely appropriate. 

RTÉ believes that in a report into the behaviour of individual priests the images were not unfair or prejudiced.  The purpose of a graphic background is to unify and reinforce the visual and the aural message.  The visual images used had to be something which viewers would identify as relevant to and reflecting the subjects of the information.  It is hard to know what images could have been used which Mr. Whelan would not find offensive.  Would a picture of a man in a roman collar or on the altar have been less offensive?  RTÉ could not use the images of an identifiable person for obvious reasons.  Therefore, objects associated with the Catholic priests were used.  

There was nothing offensive in the graphic.  In this instance, and with the greatest respect for the complainant's personal views, RTÉ suggests that it was the activities being described in the news that were profane and not the graphic.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission acknowledges the gravity and importance of the Fern's Report.  However, a broadcaster should be careful in its use of imagery.  The Commission is of the opinion that the use of religious symbols in this broadcast item was inappropriate.  First, there was sufficient imagery available for the broadcaster to use that related directly to the Fern's Report.  Second, in the opinion of the Commission, the generic images used were representative of the Catholic religion as a whole.  The Catholic religion was not the subject of the Fern's Report.  Therefore, the use of such imagery was inappropriate.  By using such imagery the Catholic Church as a whole was implicated.  The complaint was upheld.

Conclusion:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. John Whelan.  The use of the imagery was inappropriate.  By using such imagery the Catholic Church as a whole was implicated.  The Commission was of the view that this broadcast item was inappropriate and therefore likely to cause offence and infringed the taste and decency regulations pursuant to RTÉ’s Programme Maker’s guidelines.
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