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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Ursula Corcoran                        Ref. No. 223/06
	Station: 
 
	Promotion:
  
	Date:

	Cork's 96&103FM
	Promotions for the Nick Richard Show
	19 Sept 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Corcoran's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), relates to a series of promotions for the Nick Richard Show on Cork's 96FM.  She submits that all the promos describe the presenter in negative terms.  On its own, she thinks the promotions are quire humorous, but as a series it is very negative.  Discussing this series of promotions with younger family members, it was felt that they would be termed as 'bullying' if applied to work colleagues or school friends.  In view of stay safe programmes and anti-bullying strategies in place in schools and the workplace, she feels these promos are in bad taste.  

Station Response:

Cork's 96&103FM submit that they are not sure how the promo complained about has caused offence.  The series of promos are clearly designed to be humorous and definitely not designed to stimulate bullying amongst work colleagues and school friends.  The show contains a number of elements of humour and light heartiness and these fit in with the nature of the show.  They are clearly aware of their responsibilities when younger listeners are tuning in, but are amazed that the promos complained about cause offence.  The station would ask the Commission to note that they have received no other complaint regarding this series of promotions and similar promotions running since the station's inception.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcasts, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint relates to station promotions for the Nick Richard Show, which is broadcast during the morning schedule on Cork's 96&103FM.  The Commission noted that the promotions are based on humour and it is obvious on hearing the items that they are tongue-in-cheek.  The humour is based on the so-called 'awkwardness' of, and the 'accident-prone', presenter.  The Commission would not agree that such humour is negative.  They were of the opinion that the humour is slap-dash, it is comic in nature and evidently not supposed to be taken seriously.  There is no evidence of offensive content in the promotions.  The Commission could not find any evidence of the issues of complaint as submitted by the complainant.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(e)(advertising codes).
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