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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Philip Norden                          Ref. No. 235/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TG4
	Hector San Oz Down Under
	1 October 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Norden's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(law & order, taste & decency), concerns a broadcast of the series Hector San Oz Down Under.  The complainant submits that the particular broadcast in question breached taste and decency: -

· The segment with Mr. T. Kennelly in Sydney, showed Hector and Mr. Kennelly having bondage sexual activity with a female.  The segment involved bondage, sex toys, bondage violence with chains, whips, masks and other bondage equipment.

· The segment involved tying up humans in a sexual abnormal manner, violent hitting.

· It involved the portrayal of violent restraining of humans in sexual conduct.

· The violent bondage of a woman; women should be respected and not used as bondage prostitutes and as such it degraded women.

· It portrayed sexual bondage between two men, with one violently hitting the other.

· The sexual bondage violence was portrayed at times in a joking manner; it tried to make a joke of this vile, deviant activity and thus make it acceptable because it was portrayed as a bit of 'fun'.

· The broadcast was likely to promote or incite other men to be involved in the use of prostitution and violence in sexual conduct with women.  It is a crime in Ireland to pay a prostitute and a crime to use violence.

· The broadcast was likely to promote the use of prostitution which involves thousands of women from poorer countries, who are forced into it.

· The portrayal of tying a human in chains and inflicting violence on them would likely to promote the abuse of women (and children) again many who are forced into prostitution.

· The broadcast portrayed Hector travelling overseas for devious sexual bondage activities and this would likely to promote other men travelling overseas as sex tourists, where they can do bondage and other activities.  The broadcast portrayed activities illegal in Ireland, but by travelling overseas, they can do what they like away from the laws of Ireland, and thus it tended to undermine the authority of the State.

· As the segment involved tying up, restraining humans in bondage, it was a very dangerous portrayal.  There have been cases where bondage has resulted in the death and serious injury of participants.  As such, it would be likely to promote or incite similar illegal, dangerous and offensive activities.

· The broadcast was simply done in bad taste and indecent; and involved illegal activities.

Station Response:

TG4 submit that this series is the latest TG4 light-hearted travelogue in which Hector Ó hEochagáin takes a whirlwind tour of Australia, to see the sights, explore the vast spaces of that continent and meet with Irish people and those of Irish stock who live Down Under.  It is scheduled and transmitted in a post-watershed slot on TG4.  Hector is one of TG4's most popular presenters and his various series are well known for the presenter's willingness to seek out the unusual and unfashionable and to ask the unexpected question of people, many of whom are not regulars on television.  This is very much the hall mark of his Australian series.

In the edition complained of, Hector spends time with one of Ireland's best known exiles in Australia.  Tadgh Kennelly from Listowel, was a major Gaelic football star with his native Kerry.  His prowess in Gaelic and International Rules Football drew the attention of professional Aussie Rules Football clubs in Australia.  He now plays for the Swans and is one of the club's major stars.  He has become a major sports personality in Australia and Ireland as one of a very select few Irish footballers who have successfully made the transition to the professional Australian game.

In the programme Hector interviews Tadgh Kennelly during a tour of his adopted city.  They chat about his life there, how he misses home, his achievement in winning the Grand Final with his Australian club in 2005.  There follows a sequence in which Hector and Mr. Kennelly visit a sex/bondage club.  This is very much portrayed tongue-in-cheek as an attempt to inflict some 'punishment' on the Kerryman in revenge for all the pain that Kerry footballers have inflicted on Hector's native Meath over the years.  The sequence could not reasonably be interpreted as condoning or promoting illegal acts.  The presenter regularly contrasts their surroundings in this club with those of a typical Gaelic footballer's social night out back in Ireland and it is clear that Mr. Kennelly is far from used to finding himself in such surroundings.

Mr. Norden's list of complaints infer that this sequence of the programme was specifically included to promote sex clubs and to encourage viewers to avail of their services and to participate in 'illegal' activities.  This is clearly not the case.  No activities that are illegal in Ireland or Australia took place during the recording and accordingly none were broadcast by TG4 in this sequence.  Neither is there any encouragement or inducement to TG4 viewers to seek or participate in the sort of services available at this club.  On the contrary, we feel that the portrayal of the activities and the quick escape that Hector and Tadgh eventually made from this establishment would quell any curiosity and defer anybody from entering such places.

TG4 totally reject the complainant's assertion that the programme would lead, or could be reasonably construed as attempting to lead, to persons in Ireland engaging in illegal or dangerous acts. 

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The section of the programme complained about relates to a scene in a bondage club during which the presenter Hector and his guest, Tadgh Kennelly, joke about in the club.  The Commission would acknowledge that bondage equipment was in full view and was used including a female 'whipping' the two men.  The Commission noted that the tone at all times was humorous and flippant.  Such humour is typical of the series and regular viewers would expect such content.  While the Commission would acknowledge that the humour may not appeal to all tastes, given the nature and style of the programme, the expectations of the audience and the late-night broadcast slot, this broadcast was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  

It was evident to the viewer that the two men were up-for-a-laugh and at no stage did they promote, or incite, other people to behave in a sexually deviant manner as asserted by the complainant.  The presentation of the item was non-gratuitous and there was no degradation of men or women.  The item was a light-hearted piece, based on the banter between the presenter and his guest.  The location was incidental to the repartee between the two.  The piece was sketch-like in nature, based on humour and at all times frivolous and jocular.  The Commission would acknowledge that some may have found the humour puerile.  However, it was innocuous, inoffensive and typical of the humour of the series.  There was no evidence of incitement to commit illegal offences.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(b)(law & order, taste & decency).
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