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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by:
Mr. Gef Dickson

Station: Today FM   
Programme: The Ian Dempsey Breakfast Show



Date: 7th October 2002
Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Dickson’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the Margaret Neylon weekly interview item on the Ian Dempsey Breakfast Show.  

Mr. Dickson states that the nature of his complaint is with regard to the station’s religious bias.  The programme has a regular “psychics” slot where the psychic world view is allowed full reign.  The programme and the station have no other form of religion or world view represented in its scheduling.  Mr. Dickson contests that astrology is a view of the world and how it works and how our behaviour is affected by planets and “constellations”.  He, therefore, contends that this world view is given preference to the total exclusion of other religious views.  

He further states that as RTÉ was constrained not to publicise the “Power to Change” initiative, which is backed by all the Christian churches in Ireland, he cannot see how Today FM can be allowed to continue with its current policy.  It now seems that Christianity is persona no grata but any other world view (often conveniently not seen as such) is perfectly acceptable!

Station’s Response:

Today FM states that the weekly interview with Margaret Neylon, in which horoscopes are announced and some listener’s questions answered from an ‘astrological’ angle, is a very popular feature and has been part of the Breakfast Show for almost four years.  They also state this is the very first complaint about the item.  Margaret’s slot on Today FM is presented for entertainment purposes only – in much the same way that newspapers feature daily or weekly horoscopes or reader questions.  No attempt is made to foster belief in any religion, philosophy or value system – and Today FM believe that this is underlined by the context in which it is heard.  The item is one of many features, in what is primarily a music and light entertainment programme; it is not part of a serious discussion, current affairs or educational programme.  Today FM does not believe that Margaret Neylon’s feature constitutes or advocates a religious world view.
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Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Dickson.  The Commission was of the view that Today FM did not infringe Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.  The Commission took the view that the item was an entertainment piece and that it was presented as such.  It did not purport to be religious nor it did not advocate a religious world view.  The complaint was not upheld.
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