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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by:
Mr. Bartholomew Hurley

Station: RTE
Programmes:  ‘Saturday View’, ‘Today with Pat Kenny’, ‘The Late Late Show’ and ‘Today with Pat Kenny’


Dates:  31st August, 2nd, 5th and 20th September, 2002
Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Hurley’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to lack of balance in the above mentioned programmes.

Mr. Hurley states in each of these programmes there was a non-stop attack on the Fianna Fáil Party.  On the ‘Saturday View’ programme with Rodney Rice attacks were made on Séamus Brennan, TD.  On the ‘Today with Pat Kenny’ show, which featured Fergus Finlay and Emily O’Reilly on 2nd September and on 3rd September with Willie  O’Dea, these programmes were devoted entirely to attacks on the Fianna Fáil Party with no representative of the Government to give their views.  It was Mr. Hurley’s assumption that in the interest of fair television viewing, it was necessary to have the opposing view.

Mr. Hurley was also shocked at the treatment handed out to Mr. Charlie McCreevy on The Late Late Show.  Mr. McCreevy was booed as he entered the hall and it looked very much as if this was organised.  He also queried how tickets for the show are allocated as people have great difficulty in obtaining them.  Mr. McCreevy is an elected Minister and due the courtesy his Ministry entitles him to.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in its response states that the production team responsible for The Late Late Show invited Mr. McCreevy on as a guest on the programme.  As is the normal arrangement when Government Ministers appear on the show, the format and content are discussed with the Minister and his advisors during the course of the preparation for the programme.  The Ministers’ advisors were informed that six people, representing various areas where claims had been made that cutbacks had taken place, had been invited to join the audience and put questions to the Minister.  When Mr. McCreevy entered the studio, a small section of the audience booed.  RTÉ maintain that this booing was not orchestrated in any way by the production team.  As is normal practice, the sound operators open microphones over the audience to capture the round of applause.  A small volume of booing could be heard amongst the applause when the Minister was introduced.  This caught the studio director unawares.  There were no camera shots of those who booed, but the producer of the programme assures that the booing came from several areas and appeared to be spontaneous.
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Mr. McCreevy was subject to a polite interview by the presenter Pat Kenny.  He was given every opportunity to reply to all the questions put to him by members of the audience.  At no time during the entire interview did the presenter show any bias against either Mr. McCreevy, Fianna Fáil or the Government. 

In relation to the Saturday View programme on 31st August, RTÉ states that the programme discussed the new road signage for the City of Dublin.  The guests in studio were Des Geraghty, President of SIPTU, Aengus O’Snodaigh of Sinn Fein, Ciarán Cuffe of the Green Party, columnist Fintan O’Toole and Dr. Pauline Conway, a social researcher.  There was a robust discussion on the transport situation in Dublin with much criticism of public transport and the planning processes for the City’s transport development.  The Minister for Transport was only the subject of a small amount of criticism from Fintan O’Toole.  The presenter, Rodney Rice, defended the Minister.  There was no mention of the Fianna Fáil party at all.  Overall the discussion was fair and certainly bore no relationship to the criticism offered by Mr. Hurley.  They further state that Mr. Hurley’s perception of the programme may have been influenced by the fact that there was no representative of Fianna Fáil on the programme.  However, there cannot always be a representative of Fianna Fáil on every programme.

In respect of the Today with Pat Kenny on 2nd September, RTÉ states that three commentators were invited into studio to discuss the new Government and the Opposition and to comment on the three months since the election.  The commentators were Emily O’Reilly, Fergus Finlay and Moore McDowell.  The last two commentators had previous relationships with political parties but are now regular commentators in newspapers and on radio and are regarded as legitimate independent commentators.  It is RTÉ’s view that the critique provided by the three commentators was fair and that there was no need to include a representative of the Government or the Opposition on the programme.  It is an accepted practice to invite columnists onto programmes to comment on current political issues without having to include representatives of political parties.  

In respect of the Today with Pat Kenny on 5th September, RTÉ states that the interview with Minister O’Dea was fair and balanced.  Mr. Kenny put to Mr. O’Dea that child care facilities should be the responsibility of the state rather than private institutions.  The interview was occasioned by the publication of an ESRI report on women in the workplace.  Mr. Kenny at all times remained courteous and showed no bias against Fianna Fáil.  

RTÉ further states that while members of the Fianna Fáil Cumann might not feel that the programmes above did not show the party representatives in the best light, the programmes themselves did attempt to be balanced and objective in the presentation of the material.  
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All RTÉ programmes are legally obliged to achieve balance and fairness in the coverage of current issues.  It may be that this balance is sometimes achieved over a series of programmes or a number of days.  They do believe that if you reflect on Radio One’s coverage of political events, they are found to be fair and balanced.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Hurley.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The programmes in question were balanced and impartial.   The presenters were objective and the issues of the programmes were presented and discussed in an unbiased manner and were fair to all concerned.  The complaint was not upheld.
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