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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Denis Rice  Ref. No. 237/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'News at One'
	24 November 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Rice's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), relates to an interview with Joe Higgins T.D. by Seán O'Rourke on a broadcast of the 'News at One'.  The complainant states that Mr. O'Rourke has a political agenda which came through in this interview concerning Irish Ferries.  If it had been a Fianna Fáil T.D. or Minister, it would not have been tolerated and, furthermore, Mr. O'Rourke's job would be on the line.  It is unacceptable on RTÉ's main news programme for a presenter to be so rude and ignorant.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that they believe Mr. Rice's perception of the interview is not based on facts.  The interview was on the subject of the dispute in Irish Ferries.  When Members of the Commission hear the interview, they will hear a competent, professional current affairs presenter carry out a fair and vigorous interview with a politician who is well used to being interviewed by the media and is well-able to defend his views.  The background to the interview was that Deputy Higgins had raised the issue in the Dáil and had challenged the Taoiseach's position on the dispute in Irish Ferries.  On foot of his Dáil remarks Deputy Higgins was invited to be interviewed on the 'News at One' programme.  Deputy Higgins was interviewed on his own.  Therefore, it fell to the interviewer to challenge some of the Deputy's statements.  Seán O'Rourke did this in an impartial manner.  Politicians expect as part of the political communication process they will be subjected on occasion to tough interviews from broadcasters.  This is what Deputy Higgins received on 24 November.  It is RTÉ's view that the interview fully conformed to all statutory requirements.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint made by Mr. Denis Rice has been rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The subject matter of the interview was the opinion of Deputy Joe Higgins on the staffing dispute concerning Irish Ferries.  The interviewer questioned and challenged the views expressed by the Deputy in a fair and balanced manner.  It was a robust interview, typical of the type of questioning one would expect in the political arena.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this broadcast.  The complaint was rejected.
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