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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Claire Forrestal  Ref. No. 241/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2
	'Podge and Rodge: A Scare at Bedtime'
	28 November 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Forrestal's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) relates an episode of the series 'Podge and Rodge' entitled 'Two Timer'.  She states she is an open-minded 26 year old and that she has never made a complaint to the BCC before, but felt compelled to in this instance.  Although the programme was broadcast at 11p.m., the content was extremely distasteful especially considering the prevalence of suicide in rural communities.  In her opinion, the image of male siamese twins hanging in a hayshed offended good taste and decency.  She further states that she has a good sense of humour but there was nothing funny about the inappropriate treatment of a very serious issue.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that this series has been broadcast on RTÉ 2 since 1997.  It is a light-hearted, vulgar and whimsical puppet series in which stories are told.  The episode broadcast on 28 November was little different from all the other episodes which have been broadcast.  The story was a kind of folk tale with a young country girl on her way to the creamery meets a boy who gives her an apple.  They meet each morning until the girl follows the boy home to discover that in fact the boy is a two-headed creature.  She is horrified, but confronts the creature.  The next day she returns to find the two-headed creature has committed suicide.  As she falls upon the ground it emerges that she too is a two-headed creature.  But it is too late, her perfect match has died.  The story is told with the usual 'Podge and Rodge' colourful language.  There is nothing in this programme which is broadcast at 11p.m. which its regular audience would not expect.  It is RTÉ's view that the language in the programme would offend none of the programme's regular viewers and that any unsuspecting member of the audience who comes upon that programme will judge it to be a harmless piece of fun.  Broadcast at it is two hours after the beginning of the watershed it is extremely unlikely this programme will offend many viewers.  There is nothing wrong with some earthy vulgar use of language in context.  In this case the context of two crabby wizen puppets telling scary stories.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint made by Ms. Claire Forrestal has been rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) pursuant to RTÉ’s 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines'.  In reaching this decision, the Commission was of the opinion that when the scene in question was viewed in the context of the programme it was not offensive.  The broadcast piece was in keeping with the tragic-comedy nature of the story being told.  The Commission is aware of the gravity and sensitivity associated with suicide.  However, in the context of this broadcast, the scene was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected.
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