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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Miriam O’Regan Ref. No. 253/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	‘You’re a Star’
	4 December 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. O’Regan’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste and decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a panel member on the programme gratuitously using the name of ‘Jesus’ as an expression of surprise.  As a Christian, Mrs. O’Regan found this offensive and particularly so because children watch programmes at this time of the evening as were her own children. The complainant states that if ‘O Buddha’ or ‘Mohammed’ was used in the same manner, there would be uproar about religious and racial insensitivity.  While aware of the use of expletives in ever day life, the complainant questions the use of expletives in public.  Furthermore, the programme is broadcast before the watershed and therefore not suitable for a family audience.  The complainant suggests that perhaps a bleeping system could be used in such cases?  Having checked the RTÉ Programme Makers Guidelines, Mrs. O’Regan believes the broadcaster did breach these under the section on swearing and care in use of language.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that it wishes to avoid giving offence. However, the Holy Name is frequently evoked as an exclamation in everyday speech in Ireland today. This appears to be acceptable for the great majority of people but to others, including Mrs. O’Regan, this use of the Holy Name is offensive. 

The essence of 'You’re a Star' is an old-fashioned talent contest where aspiring singers perform in front of a jury who comment on their ability and performance.  This frequently involves quite forceful assertions of enthusiasm or lack of same for individual singers.  Sometimes this response can involve quite colourful comments about individual’s abilities or performances.  RTÉ does not wish to inhibit this aspect of the programme.  The judge in question, Brendan O’Connor, in his uninhibited everyday speech, frequently uses the word ‘Jesus’.  He does so in a manner that is not derogatory.  RTÉ believes that very few viewers would be offended by the way he uses the word ‘Jesus’.

Mrs. O’Regan’s request that RTÉ bleep out any use of the Holy Name, would, in RTÉ’s view, lead to viewers believing that Brendan O’Connor was using far more offensive language than simply occasional usage of the Holy Name. 

There is less consensus in Ireland today about what is acceptable and what is not acceptable in speech.  With the greatest of respect to Mrs. O’Regan, it is RTÉ’s view that the occasional use of the Holy Name as an exclamation is acceptable and that no breach of the section of RTÉ’s Programme Makers Guidelines was breached in this broadcast.

Decision of the Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint made by Mrs. Miriam O'Regan has been rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) pursuant to RTÉ’s 'Programme Makers' Guidelines'.  The Commission was of the opinion that the word was used in an innocuous and inoffensive manner.  It was simply used to reflect his feeling of surprise.  Also, the tone and manner of the remarks were in keeping with the style of the programme.  They were not said in a gratuitous manner and therefore, unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected.
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