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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Dane Tyghe                                             Ref. No. 06/08 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	South East Radio
	Thought for the Day
	28 December 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Tyghe’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards - Section 3.4.2 persons and groups in society, discrimination) relates to the airing each morning of a short 30 second programme called ‘Thought for the Day’.  Mr. Tyghe states this is produced by the Christian Media Trust.  This programme is unashamedly Christian in its message.  As an Atheist, he finds this deeply upsetting and provocative.  Mr. Tyghe thinks religion is a private matter to be practiced privately and not over the local airwaves.  

Station’s Response: 

South East Radio states that the ‘Thought for the Day’ is broadcast as a small feature as part of their ‘Full Irish Breakfast’.  The programme features a large amount of speech content including news, sport, local information, travel news as well as music – all aimed at a family audience.

The ‘Thought for the Day’ has been a regular feature since South East Radio opened in 1989 and is produced by the Christian Media Trust.  The leaders of the main Christian Churches in Co. Wexford are the patrons of the Trust, however, the station do not see the items they produce as being overtly “religious”.  The items tend to feature reflections and messages of positive thinking and general goodwill – sometimes connected to a topical event or news item.  The broadcaster does not consider that the messages could offend anyone whether “religious” or not.

South East Radio has no recollection of anyone else ever having complained about any of these items.

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the complaint has been submitted under Section 3.4.2 of the Code of Programme Standards which states that: - 

Programme material shall not support or condone discrimination against any person or section of the community, in particular on the basis of age, gender, marital status, membership of the Traveller community, family status, sexual orientation, disability, race or religion.

The Commission noted that the broadcaster submits that the piece is produced by the Christian Media Trust and that the leaders of the main Christian churches in Co. Wexford are the patrons of the Trust.  Therefore, the broadcast item could be considered to be synonymous with Christian Faith.  On hearing the particular piece, it was evident that it was Christian in nature.  The broadcaster also informed the listener that the piece was produced by the Christian Media Trust.  A broadcaster is permitted to broadcast religious programming.  The ‘Thought for the Day’ on 28 December related a biblical story about shepherds near Bethlehem, who were visited by angels and informed that on this very day a saviour has been born.  The Commission noted there was no discussion about religion or non-belief.  The entire two minute broadcast content consisted of the reading of an excerpt from a biblical story.       

Under Section 3.4.2 a broadcaster must ensure that it does not condone or support discrimination against any person or section of the community on the basis of religion.  The Commission could not determine that the broadcasting of the ‘Thought for the Day’ in itself showed, or proved, that the broadcaster supported or condoned prejudice on grounds of religious belief and/or non-belief.  There was no basis for considering that the content of the ‘Thought for the Day’ was unjust, or that by broadcasting it the broadcaster condoned and supported discrimination of religious belief and/or non-belief.  In the opinion of the Commission, there were no grounds for alleging discrimination on foot of a two-minute broadcast, which was based on the reading of a biblical story, during the programme ‘Full Irish Breakfast’.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency; Code of Programme Standards - Section 3.4.2 persons and groups in society, discrimination).
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