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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mrs. Sarah Kearns                                       Ref No. 12/09

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	All Ireland Talent Show
	11 January 2009


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Kearns’ complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: sections 2.2 due care and 3.8 imitative behaviour).   Mrs. Kearns states that RTÉ should not have included the magician ‘Curtis’ in this programme.  He was shown swallowing string and pulling it out of his eye.  This segment was shown at 6.50pm, a time that most children are still up.  Mrs. Kearns herself had to look away as did one of Daithí’s panellists.  Young children should not be exposed to seeing such things as an ‘example of entertainment’ which could lead them to try out for themselves or give them nightmares.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states the presenter of the programme specifically stated over the performance that she ‘wouldn’t recommend that you try this at home’.  

Magicians performing contortion acts, illusions of sawing people in half, lying on beds of nails, extracting objects from their bodies are all part and parcel of the stock performance of this particular entertainment tradition.  There is always the pained expression on those looking at the performance, the covering of the eyes, the wincing, etc.  It is part of a theatrical tradition going back hundreds of years.

The Code of Programme Standards states that broadcasters should protect children from inappropriate and harmful programme material.  RTÉ believes that the performance of the magicians in the All Ireland Talent Show was neither inappropriate nor harmful.  Children are used to seeing magicians perform stunts which look scary.  They are advised not to try these stunts for themselves.  This is what happened to the programme on 11 January.  The next performer after the magician with the thread extracted himself from a strait-jacket.   

RTÉ regrets that Mrs. Kearns believes that the broadcast was unsuitable for children.  But we believe the vast majority of viewers, including children, would have seen the performance in the context of the tradition of stage magic and would have found it harmless.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a trick performed by a magician during an audition for a talent competition.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards.   The Commission noted that the programme was filmed in Galway and the listener was informed that they were searching for the West of Ireland’s finest talent.  It was evident from the content that there was a variety of talent acts.  There were singers, musicians, dancers, magicians and so forth.  The complaint raises an issue with the clip shown of one particular act.  Prior to the clip the voice-over included that a huge variety of acts had turned up including the ‘traditional, the lyrical and the magical’.  This was followed by three clips of acts based on magic.  This included a very short clip of a man swallowing red thread and then ‘pulling’ it out of the base of his eye.  A voice-over stated ‘I would not recommend you try this trick at home’.  The Commission acknowledges that the female appeared not to like the act.  However, both of the other judges were impressed and the magician succeeded in being recalled for the following day.

The Commission noted that the clip shown was very short and further, it was presented as a magical trick and included a voice-over caution.  Given the context, the Commission was of the view that it could not determine that the content was harmful and/or would encourage imitative behaviour.  It was in keeping with the genre of magical tricks.  The complaint was rejected with regard to the Code of Programme Standards, 2.2 due care and 3.8 imitative behaviour.
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