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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Peter Kennedy                                      Ref. No. 19/09
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2FM
	The Gerry Ryan Show
	8 December 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Kennedy’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(law and order).  The complainant states while reading the morning papers, Gerry Ryan referred to an item on Zimbabwe and President Robert Mugabe.  Gerry Ryan then made the following comment/opinion on the situation in Zimbabwe: ‘They should shoot Mugabe’.  Mr. Kennedy believes that this direction/comment/opinion to the general public was reckless, irresponsible and a form of incitement to the public to hate, kill and murder Robert Mugabe.
Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that during the course of his daily personalised review of the newspapers the programme presenter came upon a story about Robert Mugabe, the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe.  The brief report was that Mr. Mugabe was under pressure to stand down because of the outbreak of cholera in a country that he had brought to its knees through corruption and incompetence.  In a back reference to earlier reports in the newspapers about the shooting dead in Dublin of a man who chased children who had been interfering with his property, Gerry Ryan remarked that it was Robert Mugabe who should be shot not the man in Dublin.

Mr. Kennedy has interpreted this as an incitement to murder Mr. Mugabe.  RTÉ does not accept this over-literal interpretation of what Mr. Ryan said.  He was comparing the murder of an innocent man in Dublin with the heinous crimes committed by Robert Mugabe against the people of Zimbabwe and was expressing his sense of injustice at the failure to call Mr. Mugabe to account for his crimes.

RTÉ further states that no one listening to RTÉ 2FM felt motivated, as a result of what was said on the Gerry Ryan Show, to go to Zimbabwe and attempt to assassinate the Prime Minister.  Listeners would have clearly understood that there was a justifiable degree of hyperbole in what Gerry Ryan said and that his remark should not be taken literally.  RTÉ would not broadcast anything that incited crime or encouraged hatred. They believe the remarks about Robert Mugabe were simply an expression of outrage as the activities of a despot who has brought a once successful country to a level of deprivation that cholera can take hold.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns comments made by the presenter during a review of the newspapers that day.  This segment is a regular feature of the ‘Gerry Ryan Show’.  The stories the presenter referred to included the pig crisis, various articles about celebrities, the murder of a father shot by a teenager in Dublin and the call by major world countries such as the United States and Britain for the President of Zimbabwe to step down due to the critical state of the country and in particular, its people.  In the course of referring to the story of the man murdered in North Dublin, the presenter expressed how appalling the murder was.  The man was shot by a teenager in front of children for a trivial reason.  The presenter then informed the listener of an article on Zimbabwe and the corruption that has resulted in the decimation of the country.  He expressed his disbelief that President Mugabe was able to inflict injustice on both Zimbabwe and the Continent of Africa with apparent impunity,.  He reflected his incredulity by stating that it was President Mugabe that should have been shot and not the innocent father in Dublin.  While the Commission acknowledges that it would be preferable that such comments were not made, the context and tone of the piece could not be considered an incitement to commit a crime.  Regular listeners would be familiar with the style of the presenter.  While his manner of expression was somewhat exaggerated, it was at all times moderate and based on fact.  It was evident that his intent was to indicate the travesty and injustice of two newspaper articles that day.

While the Commission acknowledges that the comment was inappropriate, they could not determine that the presenter was inciting crime.  His tone was matter-of-fact, moderate and the response based on facts of two tragic articles.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(b)(law & order).
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