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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Bill Stack                                            Ref. No. 480/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Film ‘Love Actually’
	17 December 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Stack’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: sections 3.2 sexual conduct and 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language).  Mr. Stack states that the film ‘Love Actually’ was broadcast at 9.35pm and was billed as a romantic comedy, suitable for 15 year olds and over.  The complainant states that the film contained nudity and sex scenes along with bad language used by an adult in the company of a 12 year old boy.  Mr. Stack believes this film and others like it are not suitable for broadcast at this hour and should instead go out after midnight with an over 18 billing. 

Station’s Response:

In RTÉ’s view, the movie ‘Love Actually’, which received a 15PG certificate from the Irish Film Classification Office (IFCO) when it was released in 2003, was perfectly suitable for transmission at 9.35pm.  This is post watershed.  Any explicit scenes (and there weren’t many) did not occur until well into the movie.

‘Love Actually’ is a gentle comedy involving the romantic lives of a whole series of loosely interconnected characters.  RTÉ believes Mr. Stack’s perception of the movie is at odds with the general perception which would be that the movie was entertaining and suitable for “older” family viewing.

This movie has been broadcast on RTÉ before without any complaints.  RTÉ believes there are no grounds to uphold Mr. Stack’s complaint.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the broadcast of the film ‘Love Actually’ at 9.35 p.m. in the broadcast schedule.  The Commission noted that this film is a romantic comedy which revolves around a group of people living in London during the Christmas season.  While the Commission would acknowledge that some scenes included nudity, sex and slang, the content was moderate and justified by context.  The film attempted to give an insight into the nature of love and as such, sexual relationships featured.  Therefore, such content was necessary for the development of the storylines and characters.  On viewing the film, it was evident that it was in the nature of a ‘feel-good’ film.  The tone was humorous throughout with an emphasis on ‘niceness’ and romanticism.  While the film may have included themes and language of a somewhat grown-up nature, it did so in a moderate manner.  Further, the film was broadcast in the night-schedule after the accepted 9 p.m. watershed.  Given the moderate content and the time of broadcast, this film was within the accepted standards of the Code of Programme Standards.  Therefore, the complaint was rejected with regard to Sections 3.2 sexual conduct and 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language.
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