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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by Mr. Brendan Hegarty   Ref: 129/05

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Radio Kerry
	News Bulletin
	22 March 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Hegarty's complaint submitted under Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality), (b)(taste & decency), (law & order), (c)(privacy) and (f)(slander) refers to a news report which included quotes from a Kerry County Council press release.  He believes that the labelling of the staff member involved as an 'Engineer' was to mislead the public into believing that that matter concerned the Engineering Department of the Council and not the Fire Department and so to mislead the rate payers from becoming suspicious of what was really going on i.e. neglect of fire safety.  He believes that the press releases were purposely to cover what is going on behind closed doors and where public safety is a tradable commodity.  He therefore asserts that Radio Kerry's handling of the matter is impartial, it is of bad taste and indecent, it conflicts with law and order, it invades his privacy and it is slanderous in the extreme.  The complainant notes that Radio Kerry admit to broadcasting the message of their own accord.  They did not check the facts before broadcasting it.  The complainant further states that Radio kerry quoted Kerry County Council directly but refused him the same privilege, thereby denying him the right of a timely correction, that is apart from using his information to concoct further malicious and misleading broadcasts at his expense and to the benefit of the Fire Officer, e.g. by stating the enquiry was ongoing and which they knew to be false, and by repeating that it was an 'Engineer' who was involved, when of course it was a Fire Officer.  Also, what was newsworthy about it being a 'relative' that had raised the complaint repeatedly?  It was clear that the target was the vilification of the 'relative'.  This is reprehensible in the extreme.

Broadcaster’s Response:

Radio Kerry state that the language used in it's news copy was quoted directly from an official press statement issued by Kerry County Council.  The wording of this statement is a matter for Kerry County Council and not Radio Kerry.  It is their belief that they did not misrepresent any aspect of the story but reported the facts, as presented, in a fair and unbiased manner.  Therefore, the station fully rejects the complaint that has been made by Mr. Hegarty.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission was not in a position to adjudicate on this complaint.  No audio material was available.  The Commission noted that the broadcaster's inability to supply the material was bona fide i.e. there was no intent to impede the complaint process.  However, the broadcaster still had an obligation to hold broadcast material.  The issue will be referred to the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland.
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