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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr.Paul Perry                        Ref. No.280/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	Late Late Show
	27 October 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Perry’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to a remark made in a segment of the Late Late Show.  During a panel discussion on how Irish attitudes to sex have changed radically in a few years, the presenter Pat Kenny when addressing one of the panellists, Dr. Freedman, said “you have said that Tallaght should be twinned with Thailand, why?”  As a resident of Tallaght all his life, Mr. Perry takes exception to this comment on the following grounds:

· Unexplained inference about Tallaght – it was not explained where or in what context this remark was originally stated.  Dr. Freedman spoke about men travelling from Ireland to Thailand and pursuing sexual exploits with poor people living there.  Was this, therefore implying that people who live in Tallaght are more inclined to travel and engage in the sex industry? 

· The comment implied negative connotations on the community of Tallaght and reinforced by its context as it was made in the middle of a very graphic and detailed discussion about sexual promiscuity.

· The comment purported a degrading stereotype of the people of Tallaght.

· Specifying Tallaght out of all other towns in Ireland for such a remark without explanation.

Mr. Perry states that he expected to tune into the show a week later and hear an apology for the comment made; however, they were disappointed when this did not happen.  If there can be any way of understanding the statement, which is distinct from being a negative reflection on the good people of Tallaght, Mr. Perry believes they deserve to have this clarified. Otherwise an apology is required for this offensive and insulting remark.

Station's Response:

RTÉ in their response state that a report was published which indicated that there has been an increase in the prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases in Ireland.  Dr. Derek Freedman, an expert in sexually transmitted diseases was invited onto the programme to explain why this has occurred and what can be done to reduce it.  During the course of the interview, the presenter, Pat Kenny, put to Dr. Freedman his remark that “Tallaght should be twinned with Thailand” and asked what he meant by this remark.  Dr. Freedman explained that more and more Irish people were going abroad and having unsafe sex.  The only purpose Dr. Freedman had in mentioning Tallaght was that it sounded well with Thailand.  He could just as easily have mentioned any other Irish town which rhymed with Thailand.  The sole basis of Mr. Perry’s complaint is the reference to Tallaght.

RTÉ state categorically that there was no intention to suggest that the people of Tallaght are any better or any worse than people from elsewhere in Ireland in regard to sexually transmitted diseases.  Thailand has a reputation for sex tourism and the word “Tallaght” sounded well with the word “Thailand”

RTÉ believe Mr. Perry is over-reacting when he suggest that RTÉ implied that Tallaght people were more likely to be engaged in sex tourism; that it had any particular negative connotation for Tallaght; that it contributed to stereotyping; that it minimised the size of Tallaght or its achievements.  It is RTÉ’s view that there was no requirement to apologise to the people of Tallaght in the following week’s programme.  RTÉ state that neither the programme nor RTÉ in general would ever engage in any kind of generalised abuse of the people of Tallaght or anywhere else in Ireland.  RTÉ recognises the importance and success of Tallaght which has been achieved over the last forty years and the pride which the people have in their town. RTÉ regret that Mr. Perry has taken offence at the remark which led to this complaint and assure him that no offence was intended.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The discussion in question covered the changes in sexual habits in Ireland and was prompted by a recently published report entitled 'The Irish Study of Sexual Health and Relationships'.  The programme discussed the changes and explored whether the changes were positive or negative for the country.  The Commission would acknowledge that the presenter did say to the panellist Dr. Freedman that: - 'You said to me that you think Thailand should be twinned with Tallaght.  Why?'  Dr. Freedman responded: - 'Yes, because so many people from Ireland are going to Thailand for the week or two week holiday.'  The Commission is of the opinion, that if the question and response are taken in the context of the discussion, it was clear that the discussion related to Ireland and was not specific.  While the Commission would understand the reaction of the complainant, in that he is from Tallaght, the Commission believes that there was no intention to be unfair or to single out a specific area.  On hearing the item, the Members were of the view that any area could have been referred to; the use of Tallaght was incidental and probably used on the basis of alliteration.  The Commission was of the opinion that when taken in the context of the discussion, it would be difficult to discern from the question that the people of Tallaght were being degraded or castigated.  It was evident that the tenet of the piece was about the Irish community as a whole.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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