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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. James Byrne                                        Ref. No. 329/07 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	The Late Late Show
	 23 November 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Byrne’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – sections 2.1 general community standards & 3.3 coarse & offensive language) relates to the conduct of a guest on The Late Late Show, Mr. Tommy Tiernan.  He was introduced as a “comedian”.  His presentation and conduct on the show was absolutely disgusting.  To make things worse, it was glaringly obvious that the Show had been partly rehearsed beforehand.

He also objects strongly to the presenter of the programme in permitting Mr. Tiernan to continue and remain virtually uninterrupted and being prompted/encouraged to continue with his disgusting presentation.

Mr. Byrne also objects most strongly to the RTÉ organisation or system of control behind the scenes that allows such disgusting material to be transmitted across the air-waves without interruption.

The obvious response from the RTÉ personnel would be that he has an on/off switch on his television.  However, the situation is that no matter how many on/off switches he has, he is entitled to receive programmes of the best quality from our national broadcaster.  

Station’s Response: 

RTÉ state that Mr. Tiernan’s appearance on the programme did not take place until 11.22 p.m., almost two and a half hours after the watershed.  Mr. Tiernan is probably currently Ireland’s best known comedian.  There cannot be many viewers who are unaware of his irreverent style of humour and his propensity to use expletives.  At the beginning of his contribution, Mr. Tiernan made references to his previous appearances on the programme and advised viewers, who might be offended, to switch off and not to watch the remainder of the show.  His performance followed predictable topics including jokes about sex and religion.  It is RTÉ’s view that it is reasonable to broadcast such comedy acts after the watershed, provided the material and presentation does not offend against commonly held standards considered acceptable in contemporary Irish society.  There is in Irish society today a widespread acceptance that comedy routines can include jokes about sex and religion.  These themes play an important part in everyday life and are, therefore, inevitably going to form part of comic observations about life.

RTÉ tries to offer, across the season of The Late Late Show, a variety of comedians who reflect the current comedy scene.  Mr. Tiernan is part of that comedy scene.  When appearing on the Show, comedians are reminded that they must adjust their performance to take account of the fact that the audience is different to the audience that attends their live theatre and club shows.  It is RTÉ’s view that Mr. Tiernan’s performance on the programme did take account of this reminder and that, in regard to Content Rules, his performance fell within the bounds of what was acceptable at such a late time in the evening.
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The interview in question was with the comedian Mr. Tommy Tiernan.  The Commission noted the time of the broadcast and that the interview was scheduled in part three of the programme.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards.  In particular, section 2.1 which requires that ‘programme material shall not offend against commonly held standards considered acceptable in contemporary Irish society’ and 3.3.2 ‘broadcasters shall be alert to, and guard against, the use of coarse and/or offensive language in live programmes’.  

The style and content of Tommy Tiernan’s humour is well-known.  The Commission was of the opinion that the content of this interview was reasonably moderated and, while the humour may not have been to all tastes, it was acceptable and unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The interview was at all times controlled and the language restrained.  On this basis, coupled with the late-night schedule, the Commission was of the view that the content of this particular broadcast was within acceptable standards.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – sections 2.1 general community standards & 3.3 coarse & offensive language).
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