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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Fidelma Boylan                                   Ref. No. 355/07 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Tubridy Tonight 
	 1 December 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Boylan’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – section 3.2 sexual conduct, inappropriate sexual references) relates to the conduct of a guest on Tubridy Tonight, Mr. Ardal O’Hanlon.  Mrs. Boylan states Mr. O’Hanlan was very offensive during the interview in his remarks concerning the genital area.  The immoral sexual content of his speech is not acceptable and should not be tolerated.  It certainly was not funny but was crude, vulgar and offensive.
Station’s Response: 

RTÉ state that Mr. O’Hanlon’s performance was well within the grounds of what is acceptable in an entertainment programme broadcast well after the watershed.  It was after 10.30 in the evening, an hour and half after the beginning of the watershed.

It is impossible to recognise Mr. O’Hanlon’s performance in Mrs. Boylan’s description.  RTÉ would characterise the humour as gentle and not at all offensive.  He told some jokes about playing games with his children, texting his wife from the other side of their bed, Polish immigrants, book clubs and Fr. Ted.  His particular reference to his penis, which has offended Mrs. Boylan, occurred in a joke about watching the News on television when his wife’s book club members arrived unexpectedly.  The joke about his penis was not in any way offensive or immoral.  It was an in-character reference to young men’s insecurity which results in them holding onto their penises.  It was not particularly vulgar or sexual in any way.

It is the nature of humour that sometimes offence is taken when none is intended.  RTÉ is confident that Mr. O’Hanlon and the programme’s production team did not intend to give offence.  They would have been surprised at Ms. Boylan’s reaction as the humour in the programme was very gentle, very much in keeping with the stage persona of Ardal O’Hanlon.  
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The interview was with the comedian Ardal O’Hanlon.  One of the stories he recounted was about the fact that his wife had joined a book club.  He said he believed the women joined not to talk about books, but about their husbands and to drink copious amounts of wine while they did so.  He went on to say that one evening his wife came home unexpectedly with her group.  He was watching the news with his hand down his trousers and the more he struggled to remove it, the worse the situation got.  He said he was totally unaware of the fact that he was holding his penis.

In assessing this complaint the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards, 3.2 sexual conduct ‘broadcasters shall have due regard to the appropriateness of, and/or justification for, the inclusion of sexual conduct during programming material’.   The Commission noted that the tone of the comedian was at all times mild-mannered and light-hearted.  The language was moderate and the sexual content, mainly innuendo.  The interview was broadcast after 10.30 p.m. during a programme mainly aimed at adults.  The Commission would acknowledge that humour is subjective and that the humour of the interview may not have appealed to all tastes.  However, the tone and language were such that it was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  In light of the time of the broadcast, the moderate language used and the context of the humour, this interview was within acceptable standards.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards – 3.2 sexual conduct).
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