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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Michael O’Leary                                   Ref. No. 452/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	The Late Late  Show
	21 November 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. O’Leary’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 2.1 general community standards).  The complainant states that the performance of the “Satanic Sluts” was indecent, shocking and degrading to women.  Pat Kenny stated “that he didn’t preview their act and did not know what to expect and would leave it to the viewers to decide”.  Mr. O’Leary states that this showed a lack of care and consideration to the viewers of a live broadcast, considering the title of the group.

He also states that Gerry Ryan stated on his show that those people who were shocked by such a performance had two choices, turn off the TV or look at the wall.  Mr. O’Leary states this arrogant comment was out of order and offensive to those viewers who were already offended by the show.  This standard of broadcasting violates the code of decency that viewers expect from the National Broadcaster.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that Georgina Baillie has come to public prominence recently over a controversy involving the BBC, Russell Brand and Jonathan Ross.  The production team responsible for The Late Late Show thought that the audience would be interested is hearing Ms. Baillie’s views on the controversy and seeing an extract from her group’s performance.  Ms. Baillie and her troupe were invited onto the show.  They appeared at 10.40pm, nearly two hours after the beginning of the watershed.  The first part of the item was an interview with Ms. Baillie.  At the end of the interview, Ms. Baillie and her troupe were asked to perform. 

Their performance is a form of burlesque.  This form of entertainment is by definition a bit risqué.  However, on The Late Late Show their performance was modified to take account of the fact that it was being televised.  Only a two minute extract was shown.  This was judged to be sufficient to give the audience an indication of the kind of show the group perform.

RTÉ can appreciate that the performance would not be to many viewers’ tastes.  However, its brief showing did allow viewers see what kind of performance in which the troupe engaged.  This would have assisted viewers understanding of Ms. Baillie and her fellow performers, without straying beyond the grounds of decency.  It is RTÉ’s view that given the time of the broadcast, the name of the group, their costumes and demeanour the viewing audience would not have been surprised by what they saw and would have found the performance well within the boundaries of what is acceptable at the time of night. 

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the performance of four female performers.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards, in particular section 2.1 general community standards.  The Commission also had to consider the entire piece and not just the two minute performance.  The presenter introduced the four women as members of the troupe the Satanic Sluts.  He pointed out that one of their members was Georgina Baillie, and he then proceeded to interview her about the circumstances in which she found herself due to the controversy concerning the BBC’s, Jonathan Ross and Russell Brand.  Towards the end of the interview he asked the women to talk about how they formed their troupe and to explain ‘the whole notion of burlesque’, ‘what is it as a genre’.  The women described the genre and what they aim for in their own performances.  The presenter then introduced their performance which was entitled ‘The Robot’.

The complainant takes issue with the fact that the broadcaster had not previewed the act for the show.  This was an editorial decision that the broadcaster is entitled to make independently.  What the Commission must assess is the content as broadcast.  Prior to the performance, the genre of burlesque was discussed and the women gave a short introduction.  The four women expressed how much they liked the burlesque genre and being members of the Satanic Sluts.  The Commission noted at no stage was the language and / or content unacceptable.

With regard to the two minute performance, while three of the women may have been clad in underwear, stockings and suspenders, it was in the context of a burlesque performance, one which the troupe had choreographed themselves.  The Commission would acknowledge that in keeping with the burlesque style it was somewhat risqué.  However, the piece was broadcast near the end of the second segment of the show at 10.40 p.m.  Further, while the content was somewhat risqué there was no overtly sexual content and it was performed by a troupe committed to the genre.  The viewer was given context for the performance and the content of the performance was suitably moderated for a programme aimed mainly at an adult family audience.  There was no content which the Commission considered indecent and/or degrading.  This broadcast item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with regard to the Code of Programme Standards, 2.1 general community standards.
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