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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Elizabeth-Ann Buckley              Ref. No. 470/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Two
	Podge and Rodge
	16 December 2008


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Buckley’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: taste & decency sections 2.1 general community standards and 2.2 due care).   Ms. Buckley states that during this episode of Podge and Rodge, Caroline Morahan was asked to place lips on the faces of famous people.  When it came to placing lips on ‘Pete Burns’ Caroline looked shocked.  Instead of lips the programme producers introduced ‘private’ parts of a female anatomy. 
Station’s Response:

RTÉ states at the very end of the programme, at 11.15pm, there was a competition in which the guest presenter, Caroline Morahan, was asked to guess which lips should be attached to photographs of various well known faces.  The final photograph was of a woman getting out of a car.  The joke was that the missing part of the photograph did not refer to the woman’s face, but to her pubic area.  As soon as Ms. Morahan saw the visual joke she covered up the photograph.  The photograph was only shown in a wide shot and was only on screen for a very brief period before being covered up.

RTÉ can appreciate that this joke would not have been to every viewer’s taste.  However, RTÉ believes the inclusion of the joke was justified for the following reasons:-
1. The Watershed

The programme was transmitted at 10.45 pm with the photo competition taking place at 11.15pm, more than two hours after the beginning of the watershed.

2. Audience Expectation

There can be few viewers who are not aware of the nature of much of the comedy in Podge and Rodge.  Many of the jokes are sexually explicit.  Regular viewers of the programme enjoy these jokes and are not offended.  Some viewers may be offended.  RTÉ would ask that these viewers exercise their discretion and not watch Podge and Rodge. 

3. Programme Advice

The programme received a MA (Mature Audience) classification.

4. The channel

The programme was broadcast on RTÉ Two, which has a reputation for showing adult comedy programmes post watershed.  Viewers are aware of this.

5. Contents of sketch

The visual imagery which might have caused offence was only shown briefly and in a very wide shot.  RTÉ believes it was well within the boundaries of what is acceptable.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a particular visual used in the programme.  The Commission noted that the series, the ‘Podge & Rodge Show’, is broadcast in the late-night schedule on RTÉ Two.  The regular audience would be familiar with the humour of the two puppets.  The Commission acknowledges that in this broadcast the banter between the puppets and the guest presenter relied mainly on sexual innuendo and what some would regard as puerile material.  At times the discussion was crude and coarse, which some viewers may find difficult to endure.  However, regular viewers of the series would expect such content.  They are familiar with the humour and style of the puppets.  They are also familiar with their behaviour and the type of material that forms part of their act.

At the end of this particular broadcast the puppets asked the female presenter to participate in the ‘Ballydung Booty Camp Challenge’.  They introduced the challenge:

‘As usual we like to tailor our booty camp challenge to the special skills of our guest presenter.  And it’s true to say, well your talents are oral, oral.  And in honour we’ve come up with a simple game we’re calling ‘sexy puckers’........one-by-one we want you to match the missing lips to the ‘no-lip’ celebs’. 
The guest presenter then proceeded to guess which lips belonged to which of the five celebs as their pictures were revealed.  When she got to the last picture, she reacted with laughter.  The viewer could then see the image, which was of a female celebrity and not of Pete Burns.  He had been one of the earlier images in the ‘challenge’.  The final celebrity image was a well publicised image of a female singer getting out of a car with no underwear.  The Commission noted that the image was fleeting and that subsequently, the guest presenter did stand in front of the image.  However, she clearly found the ‘twist’ in the competition funny and her reaction was laughter.

While the Commission would agree while many would find the use of the image inappropriate and of questionable taste, given the well-known content of the programme, the station and time of broadcast, the broadcaster’s mature adult classification and the context of the use of the image, the broadcast, in the opinion of the Commission, was on the borderline of what is acceptable under the Code of Programme Standards.  The complaint was therefore rejected with regard to the Code of Programme Standards, sections 2.1 general community standards and 2.2 due care.
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