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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Cyril O’Riordan, Ref. No. 120/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Rhythm & Roots'
	19th September, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. O’Riordan's complaint, under Section 24(2)(a), impartiality, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to comments made by the presenter P.J. Curtis on his music programme regarding the jailing that day of Mr. Joe Higgins, T.D. and Councillor Clare Daly.  He states they were referred to as “two very brave people who went to jail today for exercising their democratic rights”.  Mr. O’Riordan was surprised to hear comments of a political/quasi political nature or relating to a specific Court decision made in the course of a programme supposed to be devoted to music.  He was outraged to hear a statement on the national airwaves which clearly gave unqualified support to the illegal actions of Mr. Higgins and Ms. Daly.  

Station’s Response

It is RTÉ’s view that this dedication was regrettable and uncharacteristic of a very fine presenter of music programmes.  Mr. Curtis, in all his years of presentation, has never engaged in political comment.  His dedication, on this occasion, was a lapse in his normal high standards.  RTÉ state they do not employ Mr. Curtis to make political comments.  Mr. Curtis does not speak on behalf of the RTÉ Authority.  His listeners do not regard Mr. Curtis as the voice of RTÉ in matters of politics.  His dedication would have been perceived by his listeners as an expression of a personal view and not a view of ‘corporate’ RTÉ.  RTÉ would question whether the expression of a political viewpoint by a presenter of music programmes actually breaches their obligations to impartiality.

Editorial management in RTÉ radio has spoken to Mr. Curtis and made it clear to him that he should avoid political comment in his presentation.  Mr. Curtis has accepted management’s position and has given an understanding not to make such comments in the future.

RTÉ contends that this complaint does not fall within the remit of the BCC.  The programme in question is manifestly not a news and current affairs programme.  It is an entertainment programme.  The station has acknowledged that the presenter should not have made a political dedication in the programme and has apologised to the complainant through the BCC process.  It is RTÉ's view that the matter should rest at this point.  The station believes a minor error of judgement by a highly respected presenter of music programming is not of such a sufficient scale to warrant the BCC coming to a decision on the matter.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. O' Riordan.  The Commission considered that RTÉ had infringed Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  While the presenter may have been guilty of a lapse of judgement, he made a dedication to two individuals both of whom were found to have broken the law.

The complaint was upheld.
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