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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Anne Cahill, Ref. No. 122/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Radio Radio 1
	'Today with Pat Kenny'
	3rd October 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Cahill’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(f), slander, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to a statement she claims was made by Ms. Emer O' Kelly on the 'Today with Pat Kenny' show.  During a discussion about compensation for victims of abuse in institutions run by the Church, she quotes Ms. O' Kelly as saying "nuns are still torturing children today".  Ms. Cahill strongly objects to this statement and says it is unfounded, insulting and inflammatory.  There was nobody on the show to defend against such a claim.

Ms. Cahill believes if Ms. O' Kelly had any information about nuns "torturing children", she should bring it to the appropriate authorities instead of using it as a throwaway line to a chat show host.  Furthermore, Mr. Kenny, read out only one listeners phone call "purporting to come from someone thanking Emer O' Kelly for "telling it as it is".  Ms. Cahill believes this was not impartial, objective or fair.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in its response, states that Ms. O' Kelly made her remarks during a three-way discussion about the controversy over the agreement between the Government and the Religious Orders on compensation for victims of abuse in institutions run by the Church.  RTÉ say the remarks made by Ms. O' Kelly, were in the context of a robust exchange of views and they did not go unchallenged. She was immediately challenged by the other two guests on the show, Moore McDowell and Terry Prone.  Mr. McDowell called upon Ms. O' Kelly to retract what she had said and described the remarks as "unfair and below the belt". 

RTÉ further state that taken in the context of a three-way discussion, where two of the three panelists expressed their disagreement with the views of the third, there was no unfairness.  Also, at a later stage in the programme, the presenter read out a selection of email and telephone comments which listeners had made, commenting for and against the views expressed by Ms. O' Kelly.  RTÉ believes that listeners can be expected to disagree with views expressed in a debate but basic freedom of speech demands that people of widely differing views are entitled to express those views. 

RTÉ further states they do not accept any breach of statutory obligations in regard to impartiality, objectivity or fairness in this broadcast.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Cahill.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(f) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The differing views expressed by the three panel members provided for a balanced and fair discussion.  The comments of the panel member Ms. O'Kelly were immediately questioned and challenged by the other two panel members.

The complaint was rejected.
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