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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Charles Hickey, Ref. No. 123/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Red FM
	'The Red Rooster'
	3rd October, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Hickey's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b), taste and decency, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the morning programme ‘The Red Rooster’ in which three D.J.’s discuss the idea of exposing the genitals of the Ulster protagonists and, whoever had the longest penis, would be judged the winner.  One D.J. voiced the opinion that, as he was a Jew, he wouldn’t have sufficient length to be in competition with his colleagues, to which another D.J. said that he hadn’t witnessed that, or didn’t feel inclined to.  The third D.J. said she thought all men had only two uses for their penis and that did not include stirring their tea.  

Mr. Hickey feels that this type of programming was in poor taste especially at such an early hour in the morning.  He described the programme as unsuitable and unsavoury material and not fit for transmission.

Station’s Response

Red FM state that having listened to the broadcast they feel that while it may have caused a small degree of offence to a very tiny minority of irregular listeners it was not an infringement of Taste and Decency.

They state that while every care is taken not to offend any single person or social group, Red FM’s target audience is young Cork people aged between 15 and 35.  Such an audience desires a certain sense of humour and irony.  They found the terminology used in the short broadcast to be non-offensive and it was conducted in a responsible, but humorous manner, to which the audience of that particular programme is used to.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. Hickey.  The Commission considered that the item broadcast infringed Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The piece in question was in poor taste and was not suitable for broadcast in the morning schedule.  It was considered to be offensive.

The complaint was upheld.
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