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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Elizabeth Buckley, Ref. No. 124/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	TV3
	‘Sprung’
	26th September, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Buckley's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b), taste and decency, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the movie ‘Sprung’ which she states should be classed as a soft porn film, regardless of the time it was broadcast.  She said it depicted scenes of a sexually explicit nature and the programme viewing should be strictly monitored.  

She further states that in the interests of taste and decency and the rise in perverted acts on children and adults, this type of programming could become regular viewing for perverted persons and feed their perverted desires.  She contends that TV3’s viewing, of late, has shown scant regard for taste and decency after midnight and has turned its station into a peep porn show.  A classification of ‘mature adult only audience’ does not/should not mean pornographic in nature.  She queries whether Broadcasting Authorities are suggesting that mature adults appreciate and enjoy such low standard entertainment.  

Station’s Response

TV3 states the following:

· The movie was shown at 12.30am on Friday night/Saturday morning.

· Given the time, it was obvious that the movie was aimed at a mature adult only audience.  It is common practice for late night weekend movies to be adult in nature.

· The movie was classified under the US rating system as being ‘R’.  This is roughly equivalent to the Irish “15’s” certificate.

· The quality of the movie is not a particularly objective matter and whilst the complainant believed the movie to not have been a good one, that is not the same as pornographic.  TV3 contend that this movie was not banned under Irish law and by showing it at the time they did, they exercised appropriate care.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Buckley.  The Commission considered that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The film in question was broadcast after midnight.  It was aimed at an adult audience and therefore, it was not likely to cause offence.  

The complaint was rejected.
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