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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, Ref. No. 129/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio One
	‘Mooney Goes Wild’
	5th October, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Price’s complaint, under Sections 24(2)(a) and (b), impartiality and taste and decency, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to the programme 'Mooney Goes Wild on One' show on RTÉ.  Mr. Price claims this programme is not what RTÉ purports it to be - a wildlife programme.  He claims that the show is a promotion for the presenter, Derek Mooney.

Mr. Price states that on this date, the show featured a representative from a reptile shop who, by appearing on the show, would be seen as promoting a private profit-making business while disregarding sensitivities to captive wildlife etc.  He also states that two other organisations featured on this show, Dublin Zoo and Repak, were primarily promotions for both and little to do with what this show is supposed to be about - wildlife.  With the exception of what Mr. Price calls "token symbolic contributions of limited panel and cronies", the programme may as well have been three long advertisements for commercial interests in animals.  He questions where wildlife fits in and further claims there is no balance.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that Mr. Price seems to direct his criticism largely at the series in general and the presenter, Derek Mooney, rather than specific criticisms of this particular programme. 

The station states that the programme broadcast on 5th October dealt with World Animal Week, National Spay week, Reptiles (briefly) and recycling and reject Mr. Price's opinion, that the content had very little to do with wildlife. Furthermore, RTÉ questions the obligation to achieve impartiality in a programme such as this, as that requirement refers to news and matters of current debate.  However, they do not wish to "hide behind any narrow interpretation of the programme" and claim they were fully compliant with all statutory obligations and that the show was fair in as much as it referred to current debate. 

RTÉ states that presenter Derek Mooney is an excellent presenter and producer of the wildlife programme he presents. They reject Mr. Price's opinions on the presenter,  and believe they are not relevant in a complaint, unless his competence makes it impossible for the programme to achieve impartiality.

RTÉ rejects any suggestion that the programme breached any obligation in terms of taste and decency, impartiality or censorship.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a) and (b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The programme in question was presented in a fair and balanced manner and covered issues of wildlife interest.  There was no evidence of presenter and/or editorial bias.  

The complaint was rejected.
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