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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms. Valarie Fitzpatrick, Ref. No. 148/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	FM 104
	‘The Strawberry Alarm Clock’
	5th November, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Fitzpatrick’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b), law & order, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the broadcast of a discussion on stealing on 'The Strawberry Alarm Clock' programme broadcast on 5th November, 2003.  In the course of the programme discussing the shoplifting by Mr. Eric de Bruin, Mr. Colm Hayes, a presenter on the programme, decided to spend a few minutes telling the public of his own shoplifting exploits.  He went on to say he stole things rather than queue in supermarkets and stole remote controls for TVs from hotel bedrooms.  He justified this by saying that hotels carried a big supply of spares.  After a short break, Mr. Hayes invited the public to share their greatest shoplifting feats.  One person boasted by saying he had stolen a chair from the Burlington Hotel.  Some security people had sent text messages into the programme, but their complaints were dismissed as being inconsequential.

Ms. Fitzpatrick states that in the course of the programme there was no suggestion that this behaviour was illegal or immoral.  It was clear there was no editorial control over these presenters, who were effectively advocating petty theft on the airwaves.

Station’s Response:

FM 104 state that Colm Hayes does make a number of references to petty theft that conclude by him saying he ‘made it all up’.  This was intended as a joke and they have received no other complaints from the public regarding this item.  As the comments were clearly identified as being ‘made up’, FM 104 feel that the complaint is not justified.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Ms. Fitzpatrick.  The Commission considered that the item broadcast infringed Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The presenter, Mr. Colm Hayes, presented the piece in a provocative manner and the reality, or otherwise, of the thefts described was totally ambiguous.  The discussion and the purported humour of this broadcast were questionable, especially given the time of the broadcast.

The complaint was upheld.
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